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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grades 9-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

 

Connection to the Waterford Public School’s Vision of the Graduate:  The curriculum documents have grouped the grade-level 
expectations into five sections that convey the most essential skills that English students must acquire.  Within each section, key 
summative assessments that will assess each skill are identified.  These skills align with the Waterford Public School’s vision of the 
academic, social and civic skills necessary for a graduate.  The five skills are as follows: 

 Compose developed, evidence-based academic compositions and narrative and reflective pieces (A1, A3, A4, A5) 

 Analyze and evaluate grade level informational and literary texts (A1, A2) 

 Utilize research skills effectively (A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

 Demonstrate a command of language (A1) 

 Speak and listen effectively (A1, A2, A3, C1) 
  

The academic, social and skills are provided below for reference. 

 ACADEMIC 

 
1. Communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
2. Acquire, understand, evaluate, synthesize and apply information. 
3. Use critical and creative thinking to find and solve authentic problems. 
4. Construct and defend arguments based on evidence. 
5. Demonstrate digital fluency and purposeful application of tools for learning. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

SOCIAL 

 
1. Demonstrate behavior that adheres to established standards of conduct and reflects 

integrity and fairness. 
2. Recognize, respect, and value individual, cultural, and racial diversity. 
3. Engage productively in self-directed independent and collaborative endeavors. 

 

 

 

CIVIC 

 
1. Participate in activities that foster citizenship, the democratic process, and community 

awareness. 
2. Share in the responsibility for the mental and physical safety of themselves and others. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

GRADE 9 ENGLISH 

ENGLISH 9 HONORS 

This course focuses on an intensive introduction to literary analysis and considerable practice in writing the essay. Literature study 
will include a thematic unit on “Rites of Passage” and opportunities for the students to respond to texts in a variety of formats, such 
as Socratic Seminars, journals, and literary circles. Reading assignments will include challenging texts such as The Odyssey and A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream or The Taming of the Shrew as well as multiple novels, poems, short stories, plays, and non-fiction texts. 
Students will also review the elements of fiction as they are used in the short story. Vocabulary study will concentrate on expanding 
the students’ knowledge of challenging vocabulary words both in and out of context. The writing course will begin with a brief 
review of the writing process and will then focus on intensive planning, drafting, and revising essays, personal narratives, and 
research papers. One strand of the course will review common problems with grammar and mechanics. Although the course 
assumes that students already have well-developed study habits, some organizational and study skills will be reviewed. 

ENGLISH 9 

This course features an introduction to literary analysis and to essay writing. Reading assignments will include literary, informative, 
and persuasive material with at least one unit focusing around the theme of “Rites of Passage.” Literature will include texts such as 
The Odyssey as well as short stories, plays, poems, non-fiction selections, and at least two novels. Students will have opportunities 
to respond to texts in a variety of formats, such as discussion, journals, and literary circles. The writing program will begin with a 
review of the process of composing expository paragraphs and then will introduce methods of planning, drafting, and revising short 
formal essays. Following a review of sentence structure, one strand of the course will focus on phrases, clauses, and sentence 
revision as well as other common problems with grammar and mechanics. The course also offers instruction in broadening students’ 
vocabulary as they learn words in and out of context. Organizational, research, and study skills will be reviewed. 

 
ENGLISH 9 LINK (Taken in addition to English 9 by teacher recommendation) 

In this course, students will improve reading and writing skills by engaging in personalized literacy and writing instruction that 
parallels the Grade 9 English course. Students will receive additional instruction, support and practice in order to help meet the 
requirements of Grade 9 English. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives (for this Unit/Lesson/Area)  

Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational and 
argumentative texts in multimedia formats.  

Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to construct a meaning. 

Students interpret, analyze and evaluate text in order to extend understanding and appreciation. 

Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 

Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts. 

Students recognize and appreciate that contemporary and classical literature has shaped human thought. 

Students recognize that readers and authors are influenced by individual, social, cultural, and historical context. 

Essential Questions (that go with the objectives) 

What can one learn about him or herself from experiencing a rite of passage? 

Is a hero an outdated, naïve idea or do we always need heroes? 

Is love a rational or irrational force? 

What physical and personality traits are most essential to one’s survival? 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE AND 

REFLECTIVE PIECES (A1, A2,  A4, A5) 

Teacher modeling 
Mentor texts 
Templates 
Writing process 

Process piece  (A3) 
Informative essay (A1, A2) 
Argumentative essay (A4, 
A5) 
Narrative essay (A1) 

W.9-10.1,2, 3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository with a focus on: 
incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant textual  
evidence and examples 
 

W.9-10 4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

W. 9-10 5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently revise texts for 
organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas from the 
thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the audience, 
purpose, and thesis using logical transitions between and within 
paragraphs to improve fluency and coherence. 
 

  

W.9-10.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products. 

 

W.9-10.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

W.9-10.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes 

  

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS 
(A1, A2) 

(S1, S2, S3) 

Teacher think aloud 
Sustained silent 
reading 
Note-taking 
Journal responses 
Oral reading 
reflections 
Interactive read-
aloud 
Pair and Share 

Open-ended response 
questions (A1, A2) 
Essay (A1, A2) 
Socratic seminar (S1, S2, 
S3) 
Tests/quizzes (A2) RL.9-10.1. / RI.9-10.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to substantiate them 
by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

RL.9-10.2./ RI.9-10.2. 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text.   
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

RL.9-10.3. 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, 
and advance the plot or develop the themes.  

  

RI.9-10.3. 

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including 
the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are drawn between them. 

RL.9-10.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone. 

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this understanding to 
the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative language 
within works of prose and poetry uses of poetic devices. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

RL.9-10.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g. pacing, flashbacks) create 
such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.  

  

RL.9-10.6. 

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature.  

RI.9-10.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.  

R.L.9-10.7 

Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment.  

R.L. 9-10.9 

Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific 
work (e.g. how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or 
how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare). 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

RL.9-10.10/RI.9-10.10 

By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 
and poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding 
as needed at the high end of the range.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading and adjust 
the purposes while reading. 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of monitoring 
comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 

  

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A4, A5) 

(S2, S3) 

Lessons with library 
media specialist 

Lessons on using 
Noodle Tools  

Can be demonstrated 
through an annotated 
bibliography, 
composition, project or 
presentation(A1, A2, A4, 
A5, S2, S3) 

W.9-10.7.  

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

W.9-10.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each 
source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text 
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation.  

  

RI.9-10.7. 

Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums. 

 

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE 
(A1) 

 

Modeling 

Peer editing 

Editing checklist 

Regular revision (self, 
peer) 

(A1) 

L. 9-10. 1. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use parallel structure. 
b. Use various types of phrases and clauses to convey specific meanings 

and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

L.9-10.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

 Use a semi-colon to link two or more closely related independent clauses. 

 Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

 Spell correctly. 

L.9-10.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  

 Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style 
manual (e.g. MLA Handbook) appropriate for the discipline and 
writing type.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

L.9-10.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies with a focus on:  

 Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, 
analytical; advocate, advocacy). 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation 
of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, 
or its etymology. 

 Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

L.9-10.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

  

L.9-10.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression.  

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A3) 

( C1) 

Models 

Speaking exercises 

Classroom discussion 
(formal and informal) (A1, 
A2, C1) 

Presentations (with 
listener accountability) 
(A1, A2, A3, C1) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

SL.9-10.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making 
(e.g. informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of 
alternate views) clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.  

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; 
actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions. 

 Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, and when warranted, qualify or justify 
their own views and understanding and make new connections in light 
of the new evidence and reasoning presented. 
 
 

 



    16 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

SL.9-10. 2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media 
or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source. 
 

  

SL.9-10. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.  

SL 9-10.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience and task.  

 

SL.9-10. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional 
Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

SL.9-10. 6 
 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate.  

Examples: 

 Parallel structure 

 Using various types of phrases and clauses 

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the MLA guidelines 

  

 

PACING GUIDE 

 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Rites of Passage X    

From Page to the Stage (Shakespeare)  x   

Survival   x  

Hero’s Journey or Friendship    x 

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Resources: 

Fiction, Drama and Nonfiction: 

And Then There Were None, Agatha Christie  
The Car, Gary Paulsen  
The Chocolate War, Robert Cormier  
Ellen Foster, Kaye Gibbons  
Elsewhere, Gabrielle Zevin  
Farewell to Manzanar, Jeanne W. Houston  
Flowers for Algernon, Daniel Keys  
The Glass Menagerie, Tennessee Williams  
The Good Thief, Hannah Tinti  
Great Expectations, Charles Dickens  
Growing Up Black, Jay David  
Hollywood Hustle by Gordon Korman  
The Iliad, Homer  
The Lightning Thief, Rick Riordan  
Midsummer Night’s Dream, William Shakespeare  
The Mouse that Roared, Leonard Wibberly  
The Odyssey, Gareth Hinds  
The Odyssey, Homer  
Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck  
Running Loose, Chris Crutcher  
The Secret Life of Bees, Sue Monk Kidd  
Son of the Mob, Gordon Korman  
Speak, Laurie Halse Anderson  
Taming of the Shrew, William Shakespeare  
Tigerheart, Peter David  
Wizard of Earthsea , Ursula Le Guin  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

All levels of this class share the grade level expectations.  The following matrix is a breakdown of the scope and amount of typical 

writing and literary experiences as well as the shared benchmarks that all teachers of similar classes will implement. 

 
  Major Topics, Themes, and Genres Benchmarks and Other Shared Assessments 

Literature  Rites of Passage/Coming of Age, Journeys, Friendship and Family, 
Short Story, Epic Poetry, Drama, Novel (emphasizing 
characterization)  Unbroken, The Old Man and the Sea, Flowers 
for Algernon, Of Mice and Men, The Taming of the Shrew or A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, and The Good Thief are 
recommended. 

Students will read a minimum of 6 major 
works/collections including The Odyssey, Of Mice and 
Men and a Shakespeare selection.  At least two of those 
books should be student-selected with class time given 
for reading. 

H
o

n
o

rs 

Rites of Passage/Coming of Age, Journeys, Choices 
Short Story, Epic Poetry, Drama, Novel (emphasizing 
characterization) The Secret Life of Bees, The Old Man and the 
Sea, Of Mice and Men,  Unbroken, The Taming of the Shrew or A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, and The Good Thief are 
recommended. 

Students will read a minimum of 7 major 
works/collections including The Odyssey, Of Mice and 
Men and a Shakespeare selection.  At least two of those 
books should be student-selected. 

  Major Modes and Skills Benchmarks and Other Shared Assessments 

Writing  Paragraph development/ Using details and elaboration 
Thesis questions,/Thesis statements/ Textual evidence and 
commentary/MLA formatting/ Selecting credible sources and 
avoiding plagiarism 

Reflective compositions 
Character development literary analysis 
Interview 
2-3 page research paper 

H
o

n
o

rs 

Organizational structure of lengthy papers/ 
MLA formatting 
Selecting credible sources 
Avoiding plagiarism 

Reflective compositions 
Multiple literary analysis compositions 
3-4 page argumentative essay 
Interview  
3-5 page research paper 

Homework 
Expectations 

 30-60 min. per assignment.  Reading and writing every assignment; students are expected to manage long-term chunked 
assignments independently with reminders. 

H
o

n
o

r
s 

Reading (30-40+ pages) and writing is expected every assignment; students are expected to manage long-term assignments 
independently. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

GRADE 10 ENGLISH 
*(BEGINNING 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR) 
 

English 10 Honors 

 
This course continues an in-depth study of response to literature and the writing process. Literature study will include reading, 
reflecting upon and analyzing challenging selected poetry, multiple short stories, dramatic pieces, non-fiction, and several novels. 
Students will also analyze nonfiction texts. As part of their ongoing instruction in the writing process, students will continue to 
practice preparing, drafting and revising, and they will learn to use conferencing skills to improve their pieces. Students will 
complete a series of written pieces, including several analytic essays and one creative piece. Students will use technology to produce 
varied assignments and to facilitate communication. Students will also learn the special skills involved in the process of writing 
research papers. Vocabulary study will continue. 
 

 
 
 

English 10 

 
This course continues to focus on response to literature and writing skills. Literature study will include reading, reflecting upon and 
analyzing selected poetry, multiple short stories, non-fiction, at least two novels, and thematic units. Students will analyze non-
fiction texts. As part of their ongoing instruction in the writing process, students will continue to practice preparing, drafting, and 
revising and they will learn to use conferencing skills to improve their pieces. Students will complete a series of written pieces, 
including at least one analytic essay and one creative piece. Students will use technology to produce varied assignments and to 
facilitate communication. Students will also learn skills involved in the process of writing a short research paper. Vocabulary study 
will continue.  

 
 
 
 
 



    21 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Objectives  
Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literacy, informational and 
argumentative texts in multimedia formats.  
Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to construct a meaning.  
Students interpret, analyze and evaluate text in order to extend understanding and appreciation. 
 Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text.  
Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts.  
Students recognize and appreciate that contemporary and classical literature has shaped human thought.  
Students recognize that readers and authors are influenced by individual, social, cultural and historical contexts.  
 
Essential Questions (that go with the objectives) 
Can fiction instruct the reader about real life? 
 Is hatred as destructive to the perpetrator as it is to the victim? 
 Are hopes and dreams always a positive force in people’s lives? 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE 

AND REFLECTIVE PIECES  (A1, A2, A4, A5) 
Teacher modeling 
Mentor texts 
Templates 
Writing process 
 
 
 
 

Process piece  (A1, A2, A5) 
Informative essay (A1, A2) 
Argumentative essay (A4) 
Narrative essay  (A1) 

W.9-10.1,2,3. 
 
Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository writing 
with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 
formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant 
textual  evidence and examples 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W.9-10.4. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

W.9-4.5. 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 
revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a 
focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions 
between and within paragraphs to improve fluency and 
coherence. 

  

  

W.9-10.6. 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products  
 

W.9-10.9. 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
 

W.9-10.10. 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS  (A1, 
A2, A4, S1) 

Teacher think alouds 
Sustained silent reading 
Note-taking 
Journal responses 
Oral reading reflections 
Interactive read-aloud 
Pair and Share 
 

Open-ended response  & 
questions and essays (A1, A4) 
 
Socratic seminar (A4, S1) 
 
Reading Material Assessments  
(A1, A2) 

RL.9-10.1. / RI.9-10.1. 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text 

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 
summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 
substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

 

RL.9-10.2./ RI.11-12.2. 
Determine a theme or central ideas of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped by 
specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
 

RL.9-10.3. 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme).  
 

RI.9- 10.3 
 
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are made, how they are 
introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between 
them 
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

RL.11-12.4. 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone  
 

  

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 
understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 
 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 
language within works of prose and poetry uses of poetic 
devices 

RL.9-10.5. 
 
Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 
parts of a text order events within it (e.g., parallel plots) and manipulate 
time (e.g. pacing flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or 
informal tone)  

 

RL.9-10.6. 

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a 
work of literature from outside of the United States, drawing on a wide 
reading of world literature.  
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

RI.9-10.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze 
how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose  
 
 

  

R.L.9-10.7 

Analyze the representation of a subject or key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment 
 

R.L.9-10 

Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a 
specific work  
 
 

RL.9-12.10/RI.9-10.10 

By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grade 9-10 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently.  
Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading 
and adjust the purposes while reading. 
Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 
monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 
Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

 

Lessons with library 
media specialist 
Lessons on using Noodle 
Tools 

Can be demonstrated through 
an annotated bibliography, 
composition, project or 
presentation (A1,A2,A4, A5 
S3) W.9-10.7.  

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation 

 

W. 9-10.8 
Independently Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in answering the research 
question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source 
and following a standard format for citation. 
 
 

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1) Modeling 

Peer editing 

Editing checklist 

Regular revision (self, peer)  
(A1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

L.9-10.1 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on:  

 Use parallel structure 

 Use various types of phrases and clauses to convey specific 
meanings and add variety and interest to writing or 
presentations   
 

  

L.9-10.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Use a semicolon to link two or more closely related 
independent clauses 

 Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation 

 Spell correctly  

  

L.9-10.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 
functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 
listening.  

 Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a 
style manual appropriate for the discipline and writing type. 
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

L.9-10.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

 Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, 
paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes 
that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., 
conceive, conception, conceivable). 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, 
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 

 Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of 
a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning 
in context or in a dictionary). 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.10-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

9.10-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, C1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Models 
 

Classroom discussion (formal 
and informal) (A1, A2, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 
accountability) ((A1, A2, C1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

SL.9-10.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions 
that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a  

 full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and 
creative perspectives. 
 

 Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement and, when 
warranted, qualify or justify their own view and 
understanding and make new connections in light of the 
evidence and reasoning presented  
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

SL.11-12.2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  

 

  

SL.9-10.3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted 
evidence  
 

SL 9-10. 4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, clearly, 
concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style 
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task . 
Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 
message. 
 

SL.9-10. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest.  
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

SL.9-10. 6 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

I, The Individual ( Stories of Identity ) 
Choices and Consequences (Shakespearean Tragedy 
and Stories of Identity- Honors) 

x    

Examining Evil (Horror and Shakespeare) 
 

 x   

Literature of Social Change and Critique (Science 
Fiction and Satire) 

  x  

Facing Hatred (Research and Texts about Social 
Struggles) 

   x 

     

 (Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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Resources: 
 
Vocabulary texts: 
Improving Vocabulary Skills: Townsend Press  
Vocabulary for Achievement: Fourth Course 
 
Anthologies: 
Literature and Language: 10 McDougal Littell  
Elements of Literature: Fourth Course Holt, Reinhart, and Winston  
Places I Never Meant to Be (short stories- teen issues/ censorship)- Judy Blume 
No Easy Answers (short stories- teen issues)- Donald Gallo 
Poetry by Doing 
Short Stories: Characters in Conflict 
 
 
Short Texts 
Allegory of the Cave by Plato 
“All the Years of Her Life” by Morley Callaghan 
“Amanda and the Wounded Birds” by Colby Rodowsky 
“Black Boy” (excerpts) by Richard Wright 
“The Black Cat” by Edgar Allan Poe 
“The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe 
“Bliss at the Burger Bar” by Louise Plummer 
“The Fan Club” by Rona Maynard 
“The Flowers” by Alice Walker 
 “Farewell to Violet” by Ellen Dodson 
“Good Samaritan” by Rene Saldana, Jr. 
“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut 
“A Kind of Murder” by Hugh Pentecost 
“Lamb to the Slaughter” by Roald Dahl 
“The Landlady” by Roald Dahl 
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“The Myth of Sisyphus” by Albert Camus 
“The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” by Ursula K. Leguin  
 “An Ordinary Day, With Peanuts” by Shirley Jackson 
“The Possibility of Evil” by Shirley Jackson 
“Scars” by Sarah Beth Martin 
“Short Papa” by James Purdy 
“Too Soon a Woman” by Dorothy Johnson 
“The Treasure of Lemon Brown” by Walter Dean Myers 
“The Veldt” by Ray Bradbury 
“A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
 
 
 
 
 
Animal Farm, George Orwell  
Ask Me No Questions, Marina Budhos  
Brave New World, Aldus Huxley  
Children of the River, Linda Crew  
The Chosen, Chiam Potol  
Cyrano de Bergerac, Edmund Rostand  
Downriver, Will Hobbs  
Eric, Doris Lund  
Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury  
Henry IV, part 1, William Shakespeare  
Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins  
I Never Saw Another Butterfly, Hana Volavkova  
Macbeth, William Shakespeare  
 

Merchant of Venice, William Shakespeare  
The Murder of Emmett TillNever Cry Wolf, Farley Mowat  
Othello, William Shakespeare  
The Pearl, John Steinbeck  
A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry  
A Separate Peace, John Knowles  
The Sound of Waves, Yukio Mishima  
Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes, Chris Crutcher  
A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens  
To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee  
Twelfth Night, William Shakespeare  
When I was a Soldier: A Memoir, Valerie Zenatti  
Films:

Allegory of the Cave 
Animal Farm 



    37 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Cyrano de Bergerac  
The Dark Knight 
Edward Scissorhands 
Fahrenheit 451 
Gattaca 
Happy 
Macbeth 
The Matrix 
The Murder of Emmett Till 
The Obsolete Man 
Never Cry Wolf 
Psycho 
A Raisin in the Sun 
The River Wild 
Roxanne 
A Separate Peace 
She’s the Man 
Star Trek III: The Wrath of Kahn 
Scottsboro Boys 
A Tale of Two Cities 
Twelfth Night 
To Kill a Mockingbird
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All levels of this class share the grade level expectations.  The following matrix is a breakdown of the scope and amount of typical 
writing and literary experiences as well as the shared benchmarks that all teachers of similar classes will implement. 

 

  Major Topics, Themes, and Genres Benchmarks and Other Shared Assessments 

Literature 

 

Themes: appreciating differences, examining human 
nature, the dystopian society Genres: short story, 
fiction, science fiction, classic dramatic tragedy, poetry. 

Students will read a minimum of 5 major works 
including To  Kill a Mockingbird, Macbeth, and 
Fahrenheit 451. At least one of those books should 
be student-selected with class time given for 
reading. 

H
o

n
o

rs 

Themes: appreciating differences,  dystopias and 
utopias, examining human nature, understanding 
satire and other literature focused on social 
commentary Genres: short story, fiction, science 
fiction, classic dramatic tragedy, satire, poetry, memoir 

Students will read a minimum of 7 major 
works/collections including To Kill a Mockingbird, 
Macbeth or Othello, and Brave New World or 
Fahrenheit 451.  At least one of those books should 
be student-selected.  Emphasis will be placed upon 
in-depth short story analysis.. 

 Major Modes and Skills Benchmarks and Other Shared Assessments 

Writing 

 

Informal responses to literature. 

Formal literary analysis focused on: character and 
theme.  

Research based writing with a focus on integrating a 
variety of sources. 

Creative writing with a focus on poetry. 

Literary analyses 

Creative response 

3-4 page research paper 
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H
o

n
o

rs 

Informal responses to literature. 

Formal literary analysis focused on: character and 
theme and critique of author’s style.  

Research based writing with a focus on integrating a 
variety of sources. 

Creative writing with a focus on poetry. 

Literary analyses 

Creative response, including at least two poems 

6-9 page research paper 

    

Homework 
Expectations 

 

30-60 min. per assignment. Reading and writing every 
assignment; students are expected to manage long-
term chunked assignments independently. 

 

 

H
o

n
o

rs 

Reading (40-50+) and writing is expected every 
assignment; students are expected to manage long-
term assignments independently. 

 

*The leveling indicated in this curriculum document will take effect in academic year 2021-2022 
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ENGLISH 11  

 

In this course, students will read, discuss, and analyze many challenging texts from American literature. To cultivate a deeper 
understanding of American literature and thought, students will also study the cultural and/or historical contexts from which the 
literature originates and the intellectual influences that shape those contexts. Imaginative, non-fiction, and visual texts (art, film, 
etc.) will be examined to provide students with a rich understanding of the American experience. While students will be given 
appropriate support with challenging reading assignments, students will be expected to complete a great deal of reading outside of 
class. In the writing program, students will continue to approach writing as a process and use Standard Written English to compose 
academic essays, creative writing assignments, a substantive research paper, and timed writings. Students will receive feedback on 
writing assignments to examine and address their own problems with grammar and mechanics. Additionally, SAT preparation will be 
integrated into the units of study and speaking and listening skills will be emphasized. 
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UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives (for this Unit/Lesson/Area) 

- Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literacy, informational and 
argumentative texts in multimedia formats.  
- Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to construct a meaning. 
- Students interpret, analyze and evaluate text in order to extend understanding and appreciation. 
- Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 
- Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts. 
- Students recognize and appreciate that contemporary and classical literature has shaped human thought. 
- Students recognize that readers and authors are influenced by individual, social, cultural and historical contexts. 
 

 

Essential Questions (that go with the objectives) 

1. What is an American? 

2. What does it mean to be true to oneself? 

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of exercising independence through non-conformity? 

4. Is the American dream a worthy, attainable pursuit? 

5. Can the racial divisions that have plagued American society be erased? 

6. Given our diverse culture, what are the challenges that face democracy? 

7. How has the character of America changed over the years? 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND 

NARRATIVE AND REFLECTIVE PIECES (A1, A2, A4, A5) 

 Mini- lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Teacher “Think 
Aloud” 

 Teacher/student 
conferences 

 Guided reading 
 

 Multiple theme 
interaction analysis (in 
one work) [A1, A2, A4] 

 Literary criticism [A1, A2, 
A4] 

 Close reading essay [A1, 
A2, A4] 

 “Analysis of Author’s  
Structural Choices” Essay 
[A1, A2, A4] 

 Essay on irony or satire 
[A1, A2, A4] 

 Essay comparing 
eighteenth, nineteenth 
century texts that 
address a common topic 
or theme [A1, A2, A4] 

 Research paper [A1, A2, 
A4] 

 Journal responses [A1, 
A5] 

 Timed writing [A1, A2, 
A4] 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. RL.11-
12.1./ RI.11-12.1.    

 With limited guidance draw conclusions and use evidence to 
substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

 Develop a critical stance and cite textual evidence to support 
the stance. 

  

 Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, 
including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar 
themes or topics. RL.11-12.9. 

 Create responses to texts and examine each work’s 
contributions to an understanding of human experience across 
American culture. 

 Interpret, analyze and evaluate the influence of culture, history 
and ethnicity on themes and issues in American literature. 

RI.11-12.7.  

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem. 
Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across 
classical and contemporary texts. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Use the appropriate features of argumentative, narrative, expository, 
or creative writing with a focus on: W.11-12.1,2,3 

 incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 
formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant textual 
evidence, details and examples 

 (See matrix of expectations for a breakdown of writing modes) 

  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.11-12.4. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. With 
limited guidance, revise texts for organization, elaboration, fluency 
and clarity with a focus on: W.11-12.5.    

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the audience, 
purpose, and thesis 

 using logical transitions between and within paragraphs to 
improve fluency and coherence 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

 With limited guidance, gather relevant information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in 
terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into 
the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism 
and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format 
for citation. W.11-12.8. 

Evaluate electronic and visual sources for accuracy and bias. 

  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. W.11-12.9. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and 
update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing 
feedback, including new arguments or information. W.11-12.6. 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1, 
A2, S1) 
 

 

 

 

 Small group 
discussions 

 Focused lectures 

 Paraphrase 

 Guided reading 
 

 

 Annotation [A2] 

 Graded Discussion [S1] 

 Literary criticism [A2] 

 Close reading essay [A1, 
A2] 

 Reading Quizzes [A2] 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; 
provide an objective summary of the text. RL.11-12.2./  RI.11-12.2 

  

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 
and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how 
the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). RL.11-12.3. 

 Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, 
illustrators and filmmakers make to express political and social 
issues. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text. RI.11-12.3. 

 Discuss, analyze and evaluate how characters deal with the 
diversity of human experience and conflict. 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 
recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 
evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at 
least two plays by American dramatists.) RL.11-12.7. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 
understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

a. voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 
b. patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and 

figurative language within works of prose and poetry 
c.  uses of poetic devices 

  

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze 
how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms 
over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in 
Federalist No. 10). RI.11-12.4. 

 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its 
overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. RL.11-
12.5. 

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses 
in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure 
makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. RI.11-12.5. 

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, 
and assumptions underlying an author’s work. 

 Discuss how the experiences and culture of an author influence 
the text. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really 
meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).  RL.11-12.6 

  

  

 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, argumentativeness or beauty of the text. 
RI.11-12.6 

  

RI.11-12.8. Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, 
including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal 
reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) 
and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public 
advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).  

 

RI.11-12.9. Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century 
foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary significance 
(including The Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln’s Second Inaugural 
Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend non-fiction and 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11–CCR 
text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range.  RL.11-12.10./ RI.11-12.10 

 With limited guidance activate prior knowledge, establish 
purposes for reading and adjust the purposes while reading 

 Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 

  

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1) 
 

 Teacher feedback 

 SAT practice 

 Modeling 
 

 Regular revision (self, 
peer) of formal 
writing [A1] 

 Oral presentation[A1] 

 Formal and in-class 
essays [A1] 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-
12.1 
 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language 
patterns with a focus on tone, syntax, and diction. 

  Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, consulting 
references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English 
Usage, Garner’s Modern American Usage) as needed. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on: 
L.11-12.2 

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling correctly. 

 

  

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. L.11-12.3 

 Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 
Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of 
syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

 Use sentence patterns typical of spoken and written language 
to produce text with a focus on improving clarity in phrases 
and clauses. 
Determine and apply the most effective means of monitoring 
comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies with a 
focus on clarifying confusion in prose and poetry and 
identifying and describing the mood, tone and character traits. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on: L.11-12.4 

 Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, 
paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

  Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes that 
indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, 
conception, conceivable). 

 Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 
 

  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on: L.11-
12.5 

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. L.11-12.6 

 Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and 
writing. 

  

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

 modeling 

 peer editing 

 teacher 
conferencing 

 guided pacing 

 annotated 
bibliography [A1, A2, 
A5, S3]  

 research paper [A1, 
A2, A4, A4, S3] 

 oral presentation with 
visuals [A1, A2, A4, 
A5, S3] 

 project [A1, A2, A4, 
A5, S3] 

W.11-12.7. Independently conduct sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms 
of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text 
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for 
citation. 

  

RI.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A4, A5, S3, C1) 

 class discussions 

 modeling 

 teacher feedback 
 

 Classroom discussion 
[A1, A2, A4, S3, C1] 

 Small group 
discussion [A1, A2, 
A4, S3, C1] 

 Presentations (with 
listener 
accountability) [A1, 
A2, A4, A5, S3, C1] 

 Graded Discussion 
[A1, A2, A4, A5] 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. CC.11-12.SL.1  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions 
that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full 
range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and 
creative perspectives 
 
Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works 

read, written and viewed. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 
claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 
contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or 
complete the task. CC.11-12.SL.1.d  

  

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats 
and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make 
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
CC.11-12.SL.2  

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word 
choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. CC.11-12.SL.3  

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and 
the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate 
to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks. CC.11-
12.SL.4  

 Present information with a focus on awareness of appropriate 
visual aids to support presentations and awareness of 
appropriate body language, eye contact, and appearance 

 Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to 
communicate a message. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest. CC.11-12.SL.5  
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RESOURCES 
Vocabulary texts: 
Advancing Vocabulary Skills (Townsend Press)  
 
Anthologies: 
50 Essays- ed. Samuel Cohen 
 
Short Stories: 
“A Rose for Emily” “Barn Burning,” William Faulkner 
“Young Goodman Brown,” Nathaniel Hawthorne 
“A & P,” John Updike 
Welcome to the Monkey House, Kurt Vonnegut 
“Story of an Hour,” “A Respectable Woman,” “Desiree’s Baby,” Kate Chopin 
“The Lottery,” Shirley Jackson 
“A Sound of Thunder,” Ray Bradbury 
Stories by Sherman Alexie 
“A War Prayer,” Mark Twain 
Stories by Dorothy Parker 
“A Good Man is Hard to Find,” “Good Country People” Flannery O’Connor 
Additional classic and contemporary American short stories 
 
 
Fiction, drama and nonfiction: 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain 
Age of Innocence, Edith Wharton  
"The Allegory of the Cave" by Plato 
The Awakening, Kate Chopin  
The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger  
The Crucible, Arthur Miller 
Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller 
East of Eden, John Steinbeck 
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A Farewell to Arms, Ernest Hemmingway 
Fences, August Wilson 
The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck 
The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Half Broke Horses, Jeanette Walls 
Into the Wild, Jon Krakauer 
Long Day’s Journey into Night, Eugene O’Neill 
Ragtime, E.L. Doctrow 
The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne 
The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien 
Foundational American historical documents (Jefferson, Franklin, etc) 
Writings by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, and Walt Whitman 
 
 
Films: 
Cool Hand Luke 
Letters to Home 
The Manchurian Candidate 
Pleasantville 
The Great Gatsby 
Born on the Fourth of July 
The Queen of Versailles 
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PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter 

American Identity and Independence X    

American Judgement and Justice  X   

American Outsiders and Outcasts   X  

American Conflict and Conscience    X 

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM – ENGLISH 11: LEVEL MATRIX 

All levels of this class share the grade level expectations.  The following matrix is a breakdown of the scope and amount of 
typical writing and literary experiences as well as the shared benchmarks that all teachers of similar classes will implement. 

 

  Major Topics, Themes, and Genres Benchmarks and Other Shared Assessments 

 A
d

van
ced

 

Topics and Themes:  Transcendentalism, The American 
Dream, Author / Work Connections, Censorship, 
Romantic Idealism, American Philosophical 
Foundations, Conformity / Nonconformity, 
Independence / Rebellion, Self-Reliance, Loss of 
Innocence, Alienation from self and society, Coping 
with Guilt. 
Genres:  Meta-fiction, First Person Narrative, Poetry, 
Nonfiction, Satire, Sci-fi, Drama, Western 

Students will read a minimum of 7 major works 
including The Catcher in the Rye.  At least one of 
those books should be student-selected with class 
time given for reading. 

H
o

n
o

rs 

Topics and Themes:  Transcendentalism, The American 
Dream, American Romanticism versus Realism, 
Conformity / Nonconformity, Marginalized societies, 
historic influences on literature 
Genres: First person narrative, Non-fiction essays, 
Satire, Drama, pre-1900 novels and essays, American 
tragedies 

Students will read a minimum of 10  major works 
including The Catcher in the Rye and The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  At least one of 
those books should be student-selected. 
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COLLEGE COMPOSITION 

 

This course is designed to prepare students for the demands of reading and writing in college and career.  Class will follow a writing 
workshop model, allowing students to choose their own topics for writing, conduct research to develop ideas, draft to refine their 
thinking, receive and provide feedback to peers in writing groups, and take work through several drafts and revisions.  Students will 
be expected to set writing goals and engage in ongoing self-reflection as a means to improve written communication.  The study of 
professional mentor texts will help students learn and model the principles of effective writing, while also helping them become 
more critical readers of text. The class will reinforce rules of Standard written English and require students to make deliberate 
choices about usage and punctuation.  Research and citation skills will be reviewed and reinforced, preparing students for college 
writing experiences.
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UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives (for this Unit/Lesson/Area) 

Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to informational and persuasive texts.  
Students interpret, analyze and evaluate text in order to extend understanding. 
Students apply strategies for generating ideas for writing, for planning and organizing material, for identifying purpose and audience, 
and for revising intentionally. 
Students integrate evidence gathered from experience, reading, observations, and/or other forms of research into their own writing 
in a way that begins to complicate their own understanding. 
Students revise to extend their thinking about a topic 
Students write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task. 
Students articulate their writing process and techniques, demonstrating their awareness of a writer’s relationship to the subject, 
context, purpose, and audience 
Students provide appropriate feedback to peers throughout the writing process 

Essential Questions: 

How can I read like a writer and write like a reader? 
How can I tell my real-life experience like a story? 
How can I construct and support an argument? 
How do the audience and purpose influence the format of my writing?  
How does each step in the process impact my writing? 
How does one determine an author’s intent?  
What role does research play in writing?  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE 

AND REFLECTIVE PIECES    (A1, A2, A3, A4, A5) 

teacher modeling the 
writing process 
 
writer’s notebooks 
 
mentor text examples 
 
peer conferencing 
mini lessons on writing 
techniques 

At least one argumentative 
composition (A3, A4) 

At least one research based 
informational compositions 
(A1, A2, A5) 

At least one personal essay 
(A1) 

Regular opportunities to 
reflect (journals, letters, self-
reflections) (A1) 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 
creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 
formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant 
textual  evidence and examples 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

  

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 
revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a 
focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions 
between and within paragraphs to improve fluency and 
coherence. 
 

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  

  

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1, 
A2, A3, A4) 
 

Mentor texts 

Class discussions 

Annotations 

Mentor text  analysis 
assessment (A1, A2, A3, A4) 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 
summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 
substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.2./ RI.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide 
an objective summary of the text.  

  

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 
and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how 
the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed).  

RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each work’s 
contributions to an understanding of human experience across cultures. 

RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 
the course of the text.  



    67 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful.  

  

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 
understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose  

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 
language within works of prose  uses of poetic devices 

RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, and 
assumptions underlying an author’s work. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  

  

RI.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 
filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 

RL.11-12.10/RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–
CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading 
and adjust the purposes while reading. 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 
monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

Mini lessons on research 
skills 

Interactive practice 
activities 

Researched based informative 
and  argumentative 
compositions (A1,A2, A4, A5 
S3) 

W.11-12.8. 

Independently gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, 
and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain 
the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one 
source and following a standard format for citation. 

RI.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1) 
 

 

Mini lessons 

Teacher-peer 
conferences 

Regular revision (self, peer)  
(A1)  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-
12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, 
consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of 
cultures, and identify the similarities and differences 
in the way language is used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language 
patterns with a focus on 
tone, syntax, and diction. Evaluate the impact of language as 
related to audience and purpose. 

  

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling correctly. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  

Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) 
for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts when reading. 

  

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; 
a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes that 
indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, 
conception, conceivable). 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

 Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Teacher modeling 

Lessons 

Classroom discussion (formal 
and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 
accountability) (A1, A2, A3, 
C1) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or 
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range 
of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-text 
and text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works read, 
written and viewed. 

 Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize 
comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; 
resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12.2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  
 

  

SL.11-12.3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  
 
 

SL 11-12.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 
and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 
informal tasks. 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 
message. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest.  

  

SL.11-12. 6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

RESOURCES 

Models for Writers by Alfred Rosa and Paul Eschholz 
Reading Critically Writing Well by Rise Axelrod, Charles Cooper, and Alison Warriner 
The Writer’s Presence by Donald McQuade and Robert Atwan 
Excerpts and essays from noted contemporary nonfiction writers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PACING GUIDE 

Unit of Study 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 

Personal/Narrative Writing X  

Informative Writing  X 

Argumentative Writing  X  

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 

 



    77 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Contemporary Bestsellers Grade 12  

 

     Students will read a variety of popular fiction and non-fiction works with an emphasis on student choice.  Students will explore 
themes, social contexts, and language choices in modern texts from a variety of genres.  Class discourse, book club discussions and 
presentations will challenge students to become reflective, critical readers while improving speaking and listening skills.  Book 
reviews, personal essays, literary analyses, research projects, and creative responses will allow readers to continue to develop 
analytic writing skills. The class will be a combination of whole class text study, small group book discussions and independent 
reading.  This course is designed both for students who love to read books of their choice as well as for students who are still 
discovering what they like to read.   
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives (for this Unit/Lesson/Area) 

Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literacy, informational and persuasive texts in 
multimedia formats. Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to construct a meaning. 

Students interpret, analyze and evaluate themes in contemporary fiction. 

Students analyze the relationship of culture and society in contemporary culture. 

Students independently select and read contemporary texts. 

Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 

Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts. 

Students use descriptive, narrative, expository, and persuasive modes. 

Students prepare, publish and/or present work appropriate to audience, purpose and task. 

Students use knowledge of their language and culture to improve competency in English. 

Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task. 

Students use standard English for composing and revising written text. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Essential Questions (that go with the objectives) 

What ideas are valued by contemporary authors? 

How does contemporary literature explore social issues? 

How does one’s personal understanding deepen through analyzing multiple points of view? 

How does discussion and collaboration enhance comprehension of a text? 

How does one select a book to read independently or for small group discussion? 

How does one evaluate the quality of a text? 

How do authors use language techniques and style? 

What are the benefits of being a lifelong reader? 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE 

AND REFLECTIVE PIECES (A1, A2, A3, A4, A5) 

Teacher modeling 

Mentor texts 

Templates 

Writing process 

Argumentative composition 
(letter to the editor, critique, 
argumentative speech or 
essay) (A3) 

Two informative/explanatory 
compositions, one research 
based (A1, A2) 

College essay if first semester 

Regular opportunities to 
reflect (journals, letters, self-
reflections) (A1) 

Multiple theme interaction 
analysis (in one work) (A1, 
A2) 

Book review (A4) 

Close reading essay 

“Analysis of Author’s 
Structural Choices” (A1,A4) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 
creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 
formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant 
textual  evidence and examples 

  
 

  

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 
revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a 
focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions 
between and within paragraphs to improve fluency and 
coherence. 
 

  

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.  

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 

 

  

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1, 
A2) 

Teacher think alouds 

Sustained silent reading 

Note-taking 

Journal responses 

Oral reading reflections 

Interactive read-aloud 

Pair and Share 

 

 

 

Assessment of an 
independently read text (A1, 
A4) 

Fiction/narrative and non-
fiction literary analysis (A1, 
A2) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 
summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 
substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

DEVELOP A CRITICAL STANCE AND CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE STANCE 

  

RL.11-12.2./ RI.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide 
an objective summary of the text.  

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 
and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how 
the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed).  



    85 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each work’s 
contributions to an understanding of human experience across cultures. 

  

RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 
the course of the text.  

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful.  

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 
understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 
language within works of prose and poetry uses of poetic 
devices 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, and 
assumptions underlying an author’s work. 
 

RL.11-12.6.  

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  

RI.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 
filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

R.L.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 
recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 
evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least 
one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 
connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 

 

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century foundational works including how two or more texts 
from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across 
classical and contemporary text. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.10/RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–
CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading 
and adjust the purposes while reading. 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 
monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 

  

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A4, A5, S2, S3) 

Lessons with library 
media specialist 

Modeling 

Chunking 

Graphic organizers 

conferencing 

Can be demonstrated through 
an annotated bibliography, 
composition, project or 
presentation (A1, A2, A4, A5, 
S2, S3) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.7.  

INDEPENDENTLY CONDUCT SHORT AS WELL AS MORE SUSTAINED RESEARCH PROJECTS 

TO ANSWER A QUESTION (INCLUDING A SELF-GENERATED QUESTION) OR SOLVE A 

PROBLEM; NARROW OR BROADEN THE INQUIRY WHEN APPROPRIATE; SYNTHESIZE 

MULTIPLE SOURCES ON THE SUBJECT, DEMONSTRATING UNDERSTANDING OF THE 

SUBJECT UNDER INVESTIGATION. 
  

  

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, 
and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain 
the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one 
source and following a standard format for citation. 

RI.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1) 

Modeling 

Peer editing 

Editing checklist 

Differentiated learning 

Regular revision (self, peer) 
(A1) 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-
12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, 
consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of 
cultures, and identify the similarities and differences 
in the way language is used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language 
patterns with a focus on 
tone, syntax, and diction. Evaluate the impact of language as 
related to audience and purpose. 



    91 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling correctly 
 
 

  

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 
functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 
listening.  

 Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 
Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of 
syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes 
that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., 
conceive, conception, conceivable). 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, 
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 
 

Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 
or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

 
 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Models 

Cooperative grouping 

Student-led class 
discussions including 
Socratic seminars 

Classroom discussion (formal 
and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 
accountability) (A1, A2, A3, 
C1) 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or 
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range 
of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 

and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-text 
and text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works 
read, written and viewed. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  
 

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  

SL 11-12..4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 
and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 
informal tasks . 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 
message. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest.  

  

SL.11-12. 6 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

RESOURCES 

 

The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini (E) 

My Sister’s Keeper, Jodi Picoult (E) 

Connecticut Public Library Book Sets resources 

Waterford Public Library Book Collection 
 
 
 
 
Film: NOTE: R-rated films are shown only with parent consent, and in some cases, not in their entirety 

 

 Books 
 Videos 
 Magazines 
 Equipment 
 Supplies
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

                                                                                            PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations Q1 Q2 

Genres in Contemporary Bestsellers x  

An Approach to Studying Popular Texts (Whole Group Reading of Text) x  

Book Club:  Small Group Reading and Responding  x 

Convince Me!  Independent Reading/Presentations  x 

   

 (Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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                                                                    CRIMES: REAL AND IMAGINED / ENGLISH 12 

This course is a study of crimes, both true crime and fiction, in traditional texts and in contemporary popular culture as portrayed 
through short stories, essays, works of fiction and non-fiction, films, poems, essays, speeches, and other mediums. The course offers 
further practice in literary study, writing, and analytical skills, in addition to fostering a higher level of achievement in reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking for both college and career opportunities. Students will respond to literature and films in a variety of 
ways, including discussion, formal and informal writing, presentations, research projects, and interviews. The writing program will 
strengthen students’ ability to write analytically about literature, and they will have opportunities for personal and creative writing 
as well. Students will be expected to handle most problems with grammar and mechanics independently as they apply revision skills 
to improve their prose style. Vocabulary study will focus on vocabulary in context.  

Over the course of the semester, student will investigate how authors report crime for factuality and engagement.  We will also look 
at the common traits of mystery/crime fiction.  Through readings, online critical responses, podcasts, discussions,  and research 
activities, students will look at how these two genres, true crime and mystery, have developed. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives  

Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literacy, informational and persuasive 
texts in multimedia formats. Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to construct a meaning. 

Students interpret, analyze and evaluate themes in seminal texts about crime. 

Students analyze the relationship of culture and society. 

Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 

Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts. 

Students use descriptive, narrative, expository, and persuasive modes. 

Students prepare, publish and/or present work appropriate to audience, purpose and task. 

Students use knowledge of their language and culture to improve competency in English. 

Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task. 

Students use standard English for composing and revising written text. 

Essential Questions (that go with the objectives) 

Why are people drawn to stories of crime? 

How do authors balance the ethics of reporting a crime and engaging an audience? 

How does one collect, evaluate, and synthesize information to create a compelling account. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE 

AND REFLECTIVE PIECES (A1, A2, A3, A4, A5) 

Teacher modeling 
Mentor texts 
Templates 
Writing process 

Argumentative 
composition (letter to the 
editor, critique, 
argumentative speech or 
essay) (A3) 

Two 
informative/explanatory 
compositions, one 
research based (A1, A2) 

College essay if first 
semester 

Regular opportunities to 
reflect (journals, letters, 
self-reflections) (A1) 

Multiple theme 
interaction analysis (in 
one work) (A1, A2) 

Book review (A4) 

Close reading essay 

“Analysis of Author’s 
Structural Choices” (A1,A4) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or creative 
writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant textual  
evidence and examples 

  

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently revise texts 
for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the audience, 
purpose, and thesis using logical transitions between and within 
paragraphs to improve fluency and coherence. 



    103 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.  

  

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS 

Teacher think alouds 
Sustained silent reading 
Note-taking 
Journal responses 
Oral reading reflections 
Interactive read-aloud 
Pair and Share 

Assessment of an 
independently read text 
(A1, A4) 

Analysis of 
fiction/narrative and non-
fiction (A1, A2) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 
summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to substantiate 
them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

DEVELOP A CRITICAL STANCE AND CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE STANCE 

  

RL.11-12.2./ RI.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and 
build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective 
summary of the text.  

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and 
relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the 
action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of 
the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each work’s contributions 
to an understanding of human experience across cultures. 

  

RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text.  

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple 
meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this understanding 
to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative language 
within works of prose and poetry  uses of poetic devices 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts 
of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to 
provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure 
and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, and 
assumptions underlying an author’s work. 

  

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what 
is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, 
irony, or understatement.  

RI.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute 
to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 
filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

R.L.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded 
or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how 
each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by 
Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 
connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 

  

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-
century foundational works including how two or more texts from the same 
period treat similar themes or topics.  

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across classical 
and contemporary text. 

RL.11-12.10/RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–CCR 
text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading and 
adjust the purposes while reading. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of monitoring 
comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY 

Lessons with library 
media specialist 
Modeling 
Chunking 
Graphic organizers 
conferencing 

Can be demonstrated 
through an annotated 
bibliography, composition, 
project or presentation 
(A1, A2, A4, A5, S2, S3) 

W.11-12.7.  

Independently conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 
investigation.  

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print 
and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

RI.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words 
in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

  

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE 
 

Modeling  
Peer editing 
Editing checklist 
Differentiated learning 

Regular revision (self, peer) 
(A1) 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, 
can change over time, and is sometimes contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, consulting 
references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English 
Usage, Garner’s Modern American Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of cultures, 
and identify the similarities and differences in the way 
language is used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language patterns 
with a focus on 
tone, syntax, and diction.Evaluate the impact of language as related 
to audience and purpose. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling correctly. 
 
 

 
 

  

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and 
to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  

 Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 
Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of 
syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; 
a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes that 
indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, 
conception, conceivable). 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, it’s part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 
 

Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 
 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY 

Models 
Cooperative grouping 
Student-led class 
discussions including 
Socratic seminars 

Classroom discussion 
(formal and informal) (A1, 
A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with 
listener accountability) (A1, 
A2, A3, C1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 
11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-text and 
text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works read, 
written and viewed. 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required 
to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

SL.11-12. 2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to 
make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any 
discrepancies among the data.  
 

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  

SL 11-12..4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the 
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to 
purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks . 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 
message. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know 
students have reached 

each expectation? 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, 
and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.  

  

SL.11-12. 6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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RESOURCES 

Books 
 Devil in the White City by Erik Larson 
 Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann 
 In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 
 Stranger Beside Me by Ann Rule 

Anthologies (resources) 

 True Crime: An American Anthology 

 Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early American Crime Fiction 

 Hidden Evidence: 50 True Crimes and How Forensic Science Helped Solve Them 

 The Writer Within: A Guide to Creative Nonfiction 

Podcasts/Movies 

 Criminal (or similar, podcasts) 
 Catch Me if You Can 
 Untouchables 
 Capote 

Short Stories 

  “I Blame It All on Mamma” Joseph Mitchell Up in the Old Hotel 
 “Lethal Weapon,” “The Twisting of Kenny White,” and “The Babysitter” by Madeline Blais 
 Sherlock Holmes 
 Edgar Allan Poe “The Murders in the Rue Morgue”  

Authors for literary circle choices (also open to student choice) 

 Agatha Christie 

 John Grisham 

 Dennis Lehane 

 Connecticut Public Library Book Sets Resources 

 Waterford Public Library 
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PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations 
1st Quarter 

 

2nd Quarter 

True Crime X  

The Creation of Mystery  X 

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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Diverse Voices / Senior English Elective 

 

Diverse Voices examines media and its significant impact on culture, society and values as expressed, developed, and critiqued in a 
multicultural world. This course is designed to expose students to ideas that differ from their own way of thinking, ultimately leading 
them to a deeper understanding of the various cultures and works that represent them, and discovering more about themselves and 
the world around them. Students will analyze and evaluate literature, film, art, and other media from a variety of authors of diverse 
backgrounds. The required course readings and discussions will enable students to develop reading, writing, speaking, and critical 
thinking skills. Students will further study issues of identity, race, representation, culture, politics, art, and film in Native American, 
African American, Asian, Latinx, Jewish, African, Middle Eastern, European (other than British), and LGBTQ+ works. 

Topics that students can expect to cover include, but are not limited to: immigration, assimilation, refugees, racism, discrimination, 
gender bias, hate crimes, wage gap, economic gap, religion, stereotyping, social hierarchy, mental illness, disabilities, and sexuality. 
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UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

 

Essential Questions (that go with the objectives) 

How does people’s race, class, or gender affect their experience of belonging to America? 

How are different people included or excluded from the imagined community that is America? 

To what extent is it possible to describe the “American” experience?  

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND 

NARRATIVE AND REFLECTIVE PIECES (A1, A2, A3, A4, A5) 

 Mini- lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Teacher “Think 
Aloud” 

 Teacher/student 
conferences 

 Guided reading 
 

Argumentative composition 
(letter to the editor, critique, 
argumentative speech or 
essay) (A3) 

Two informative/explanatory 
compositions, one research 
based (A1, A2, A5) 

College essay if first semester 
(A1) 

Regular opportunities to 
reflect (journals, letters, self-
reflections) (A1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 
creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 
formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant textual  
evidence and examples 

  

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 
revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a 
focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions 
between and within paragraphs to improve fluency and 
coherence. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and 
update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing 
feedback, including new arguments or information.  

  

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.  

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 

 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS   

(A1, A2) 

 Small group 
discussions 

 Focused lectures 

 Paraphrase 

 Guided reading 
 

 

Assessment of an 
independently read text (A1, 
A2) 

 

Fiction/narrative and non-
fiction assessment  (A1, A2) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 
summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 
substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

DEVELOP A CRITICAL STANCE AND CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE 

STANCE 

  

RL.11-12.2./ RI.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; 
provide an objective summary of the text.  

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to 
develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 
story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are 
introduced and developed).  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 
the course of the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each 
work’s contributions to an understanding of human experience 
across cultures. 

 

 

  

RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and 
explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and 
develop over the course of the text.  

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 
engaging, or beautiful.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 
understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 
language within works of prose and poetry uses of poetic 
devices 

 

 

  

RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its 
overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, 
and assumptions underlying an author’s work. 

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really 
meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RI.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 
filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 

  

R.L.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 
recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 
evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at 
least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American 
dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 
connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century foundational works including how two or more 
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across 
classical and contemporary text. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.10/RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 
the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and 
proficiently.  

 

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for 
reading and adjust the purposes while reading. 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 
monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 

  

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY 
A1, A2, A4, A5, S3 

 modeling 

 peer editing 

 teacher conferencing 

 guided pacing 

Can be demonstrated 
through an annotated 
bibliography, composition, 
project or presentation 
(A1,A2,A4, A5 S3) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.7.  

Independently conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) 

or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

  

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in 
terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into 
the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism 
and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format 
for citation. 

 

RI.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1) 
 

 

Teacher Feedback 
Modeling 
Peer editing 
Editing checklists 

 

Regular revision (self, peer) 
(A1) 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: 
L.11-12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, 
consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern 
American Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of 
cultures, and identify the similarities and 
differences in the way language is used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language 
patterns with a focus on 
tone, syntax, and diction. Evaluate the impact of language as 
related to audience and purpose. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling Correctly 
 

  

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 
functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading 
or listening.  

 Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s 
Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an 
understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when 
reading. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus 
on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, 
or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word 
changes that indicate different meanings or parts of 
speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 
 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials 
(e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine 
or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage. 

Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) 
in context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A3, C1) 

 Classroom discussion (formal 
and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 
accountability) (A1, A2, A3, 
C1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions 
and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and 
establish individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to 
questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; 
clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and 
promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-
text and text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works 
read, written and viewed. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 

claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 

contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 

information or research is required to deepen the investigation or 

complete the task. 

 

SL.11-12. 2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  
 

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word 
choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.  

 

 

 modeling 

 peer editing 

 teacher conferencing 

 guided pacing 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how 
the national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach students 
each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL 11-12..4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, 
conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners 
can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and 
a range or formal and informal tasks . 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 
message. 

 class discussions 

 modeling 

 teacher feedback 

 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest.  

 

SL.11-12. 6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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RESOURCES 

 Books: Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, excerpts from Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, Lisa Ko’s The Leavers, Alex 
Haley’s The Autobiography of Malcolm X, Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner, Marjane Satrapi’s Persepolis I and II, Art 
Speiglman’s Maus I and II, Angie Thomas’ The Hate U Give, Firoozeh Dumas’ Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian 
in America, Donna Lee Bowen and Evelyn A. Early’s Everyday Life in the Muslim Middle East, Jay David’s Growing Up Black, 
Amy Tan’s Joy Luck Club,  
 
Short stories: Alice Walkers’ Everyday Use”, Piri Thomas’ “Alien Turf,” and Ben Fong-Torres’ “The Mai Fong”, Rebecca 
Walkers’ excerpt from Black, White, and Jewish, Uwem Akpan’s “An Ex-Mas Feast”, Julia Alvarez’s “Miss America”, Lensey 
Namioka’s “The All-American Slurp”, Monique Thuy-Dung Truong’s “Kelly”, Khoi T. Lu’s “Family Ties: Exposing the Lighter Side 
of the Vietnamese American Experience”, Edwidge Danticat’s “The Mysterious Power of Near Death Experiences” and “ The 
Inspection”,  
 
Essays and Articles: Brent Staples’ “Black Men and Public Spaces”, Suzan Shown Harjo “Last Rites for Indian Dead”, Danzy 
Senna “The Color of Love”, Yun Yung Choi’s “Invisible Women” Ruth La Ferla “Latino Style is Cool. Oh, All Right: It’s Hot”, 
Anjula Razdan’s “What’s Love Got To Do With It?” 
 

 Videos: Films: Guillermo del Toro’s Pan’s Labyrinth, Niki Caro’s Whale Rider, Gina Prince-Bythehood’s Love and Basketball, Liz 
Garbus and Rosie Perez’s Yo Soy Boricua, Pa'que Tu Lo Sepas! (I Am Puerto Rican, Just So You Know!)  (documentary), Ang 
Lee’s Eat Drink Man Woman, Patricia Cardoso’s Real Women Have Curves, Barry Jenkins’ Moonlight, 
TED TALKS: Hayley Yeates’ “It’s (past) time to appreciate cultural diversity”, Chetan Bhatt “Dare to refuse the origin myths 
that claim who you are”, Megan Phelps-Roper’s “I grew up in the Westboro Baptist Church. Here is why I left”, Mellody 
Hobson’s “color brave”, Verna Myers’ “How to overcome our biases? Walk boldly toward them” Aaron Huey’s America’s 
native prisoners of war”, Chimamanda Adichie’s “The Danger of A Single Story”, Wade Davis’ “Dreams of endangered 
cultures”,  

 Equipment 
 Supplies: Every Shut Eye Isn’t Sleeping, Meredith E. Abarca’s Voices in the Kitchen: Views of Food and the World from 

Working-Class Mexican and Mexican American Women (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions), James W. 
Loewen’s Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History Textbook Got Wrong, Howard Zinn’s The People’s 
History of the United States, 
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PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 

Identity and Culture: what are they, how do they affect us and how society see us? X  

Social Justice and Awareness – includes a culminating project    

   

   

   

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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The Hero’s Journey 

This course is a study of heroes in traditional texts and in contemporary popular culture as portrayed through short stories, 
essays, works of fiction and non-fiction, films, poems, essays, speeches, and other mediums. The course offers further practice in 
literary study, writing, and analytical skills, in addition to fostering a higher level of achievement in reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking for both college and career opportunities. Students will respond to literature and films in a variety of ways, including 
discussion, formal and informal writing, presentations, research projects, and interviews. The writing program will strengthen 
students’ ability to write analytically about literature, and they will have opportunities for personal and creative writing as well. 
Students will be expected to handle most problems with grammar and mechanics independently as they apply revision skills to 
improve their prose style. Vocabulary study will focus on both SAT preparation and vocabulary in context.  

Over the course of the semester, student will investigate heroic quest, themes, and imagery of the hero myth in a variety of eras. 
Using Joseph Campbell’s Monomyth as a uniting motif, they will examine shared patterns in stories of heroes in multiple cultures 
and eras. Students will analyze the differences and similarities between the heroes of antiquity and contemporary heroes in the 
media, film and art.  Topics such as the tragic hero, monsters, and antiheroes will be explored through readings, online critical 
responses, discussions, tests and research activities.   
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UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives (for this Unit/Lesson/Area) 

Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literacy, informational and persuasive texts in 
multimedia formats. Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to construct a meaning. 

Students interpret, analyze and evaluate themes in seminal texts about heroes. 

Students analyze the relationships between literature and culture and society. 

Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 

Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts. 

Students use descriptive, narrative, expository, and persuasive modes. 

Students prepare, publish and/or present work appropriate to audience, purpose and task. 

Students use knowledge of their language and culture to improve competency in English. 

Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task. 

Students use Standard English for composing and revising written text. 

Essential Questions  

How do stories of heroes change or stay the same between cultures and eras?  

How do stories of heroes derive from their civilizations and exemplify that society’s value systems? 

Why do some heroes, such as King Arthur, feature prominently in multiple eras of literature?   

How can monsters or antiheroes serve as cultural commentary? 

How does discussion and collaboration enhance comprehension of a text? 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE 

AND REFLECTIVE PIECES (A1, A4, A5)  

Teacher modeling 
 
Mentor texts 
 
Templates 
 
Writing process 

Argumentative composition 
(letter to the editor, critique, 
argumentative speech or 
essay) 

(A4, A5)  

Two informative/explanatory 
compositions, one research 
based 

(A1,A2)  

College essay if first semester 

(A1) 

Regular opportunities to 
reflect (journals, letters, self-
reflections) 

(A1)  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 
creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant textual  
evidence and examples 

  

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 
revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a 
focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions between 
and within paragraphs to improve fluency and coherence. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.  

 

  

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1, 
A2) 

Teacher think alouds 
Sustained silent reading 
Note-taking 
Journal responses 
Oral reading reflections 
Interactive read-aloud 
Pair and Share 

 

Assessment of an 
independently read text (A1, 
A2)  

Fiction/narrative and non-
fiction 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 
summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 
substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

DEVELOP A CRITICAL STANCE AND CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE STANCE 

  

RL.11-12.2./ RI.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide 
an objective summary of the text.  

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 
and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how 
the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed).  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each work’s 
contributions to an understanding of human experience across cultures. 

  

RL.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 
the course of the text.  

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful.  

 

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 
understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 
language within works of prose and poetry uses of poetic 
devices 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, and 
assumptions underlying an author’s work. 
 

  

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  

 

RL.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 
filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 



    145 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

R.L.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded 
or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how 
each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by 
Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 
connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 

  

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-
century foundational works including how two or more texts from the 
same period treat similar themes or topics.  

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across classical 
and contemporary text. 

RL.11-12.10/RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–CCR 
text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading and 
adjust the purposes while reading. 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of monitoring 
comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

Lessons with library 
media specialist 
Lessons on using Noodle 
Tools 

Can be demonstrated through 
an annotated bibliography, 
composition, project or 
presentation (A1, A2, A4, A5, 
S3)  

W.11-12.7.  

Independently conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 

solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, 
and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain 
the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one 
source and following a standard format for citation. 

RL.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1)  
 

 

 

 

Modeling 

Peer editing 

Editing checklist 

 

 

 

Regular revision (self, peer) 
(A1)  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-
12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, consulting 
references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English 
Usage, Garner’s Modern American Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of 
cultures, and identify the similarities and differences 
in the way language is used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language 
patterns with a focus on tone, syntax, and diction. Evaluate the 
impact of language as related to audience and purpose. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling Correctly 

 

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 
functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 
listening.  

 Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 
Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of 
syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 
 
 
 
 

 

  



    149 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes 
that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., 
conceive, conception, conceivable). 

 
 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, 
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 
 

Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 
or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A3, C1)  

Models 
 

Classroom discussion (formal 
and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 
accountability) (A1, A2, A3, 
C1) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-text 
and text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works read, 
written and viewed. 

 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 

claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions 

when possible; and determine what additional information or research is 

required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  
 

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  

 

SL 11-12..4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 
and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 
informal tasks . 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 
message. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest.  

  

SL.11-12. 6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

WRITING AND USAGE TEXTS: 
Write for College 

ANTHOLOGIES: 
     The Norton Introduction to Literature 

Major British Writers (Harcourt, Brace & Jovanovich)  

Adventures in English Literature (Harrison)  

Interpreting Poetry: Classic and Contemporary 

FICTION, DRAMA AND NONFICTION:  

Antigone, Sophocles (D) 

Beowulf (M) 

Don Quixote, Miguel de Cervantes, Hamilton translation (M) 

The Canterbury Tales, Geoffrey Chaucer (M) 

Frankenstein, Mary Shelley (M)  

Gulliver’s Travels, Jonathan Swift (E) 

Hamlet, William Shakespeare (M)  

The Hobbit, J.R. Tolkien (E)  

The Inferno, Dante Alighieri (D)  

Life of Pi , Yann Martel (E) 

Neverwhere, Neil Gaiman (E)  

Oedipus Rex, Sophocles (M) 

Once and Future King, T.H. White (E) 

FILM: 
Antigone  

Apocalypse Now  

First Knight 

Frankenstein  

Hamlet 

Oedipus the King  

Princess Bride 

The Queen 

The Village 

NOTE: R-rated films are shown only with parent consent, and 
in some cases, not in their entirety
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Curriculum 

PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 

 

The Monomyth ,  

Ancient Myths and Heroes 

x  

 

Medieval and Renaissance Heroes  

x > 

 

The Modern Hero and Anti Hero 

 x 

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Curriculum 

LITERATURE OF THE SEA / GRADE 12 OVERVIEW 

 

This course is a study of the sea as portrayed through short stories, essays, works of fiction and non-fiction, films, poems, essays, 
speeches, and other mediums whose central focus is the ocean. The course offers further practice in literary study, writing, and 
analytical skills, in addition to fostering a higher level of achievement in reading, writing, listening, and speaking for both college and 
career opportunities. Students will respond to maritime literature and films in a variety of ways, including discussion, formal and 
informal writing, presentations, research projects, and interviews. The writing program will strengthen students’ ability to write 
analytically about maritime literature, and they will have opportunities for personal and creative writing as well. Students will be 
expected to handle most problems with grammar and mechanics independently as they apply revision skills to improve their prose 
style. Vocabulary study will focus on both SAT preparation and vocabulary in context.  

 

The sea is quite literally the largest object on earth, and it has fascinated mankind since the beginning of time. Throughout history, 
the ocean has both divided and connected nations, and it has served as a stage for discovery, a highway, a food source, and a 
battlefield. Humans have interacted with and responded to the sea with a wide variety of emotions: wonder, fear, comfort, terror, 
spirituality, uncertainty, seriousness, playfulness, and joy. The human response to the “watery world” has often been written down, 
starting with ancient works like The Bible and The Odyssey, and continuing today with contemporary works and films. Through this 
course, students will consider the ocean as a natural environment whose fate and future is intertwined with our own as the human 
race. We will examine sailors, whalers, explorers, pirates, fishermen, scientists, military personnel, and other individuals with a deep 
connection to the sea. In addition to the written word, we will examine music, artwork, photographs, and films that teach us about 
the past, present, and future of our oceans. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives  

Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical, and evaluative ways to literacy, informational, and persuasive 
texts in multimedia formats.  
Students use appropriate strategies before, during, and after reading in order to construct a meaning. 
Students interpret, analyze and evaluate the impact of the sea through literature, film, and other mediums. 
Students analyze the role of the sea in our society and culture. 
Students develop an understanding of how maritime literature mirror conflicts faced throughout life. 
Students examine mankind’s relationship with the sea throughout history and in the future.  
Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 
Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral, and visual texts. 
Students use descriptive, narrative, expository, and persuasive modes. 
Students prepare, publish, and/or present work appropriate to audience, purpose, and task. 
Students use knowledge of their language and culture to improve competency in English. 
Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task. 
Students use Standard English for composing and revising written text. 
 
Essential Questions  

What is it about the sea that draws humans to it? 
How has the sea impacted the course of human history? 
How has the sea been both a blessing and a curse to the human race?  
What role does the ocean play in warfare, defense, and world power? 
What can the experiences of seafarers teach us about other human experiences? 
How has technology impacted our understanding of and interactions with the ocean? 
Why do humans continue trying to conquer the sea, even though it has proven to be unconquerable? 
If more than 70 percent of our planet is covered by the ocean, why is there so much we don’t know about it? 
What are some of the biggest threats to our oceans today, and what can we do to help? 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE 

AND REFLECTIVE PIECES (A1, A3, A4, A5) 
 

 

Teacher modeling 
Mentor texts 
Templates 
Outlines 
Writing process 

Argumentative composition 
(letter to the editor, critique, 
argumentative speech or 
essay) (A3) 

Two informative/explanatory 
compositions, one research 
based (A1, A2) 

College essay if first semester 
(A1) 

Regular opportunities to 
reflect (journals, letters, self-
reflections) (A1) 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 
creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 
formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant 
textual  evidence and examples 

  

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 
revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a 
focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions 
between and within paragraphs to improve fluency and 
coherence. 
 

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.  

  

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 

  

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1, 
A2) 

Teacher think-alouds 
Sustained silent reading 
Note-taking 
Journal responses 
Oral reading reflections 
Interactive read-aloud 
Pair and Share 
Literature circles 

Assessment of an 
independently read text (A1, 
A2) 

Fiction/narrative and non-
fiction 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 
summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 
substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

DEVELOP A CRITICAL STANCE AND CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE STANCE 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.2./ RI.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide 
an objective summary of the text.  

 

  

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 
and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how 
the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed).  

 

RL.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each work’s 
contributions to an understanding of human experience across cultures. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 
the course of the text.  

 

  

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful.  

 

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 
understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 
language within works of prose and poetry uses of poetic 
devices 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, and 
assumptions underlying an author’s work. 

  

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  

 

RL.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 
filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 
recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 
evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least 
one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 
connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 

  

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century foundational works including how two or more texts 
from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across 
classical and contemporary text. 

RL.11-12.10/RL.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–
CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading 
and adjust the purposes while reading. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 
monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 
 

Lessons with library 
media specialist 
Lessons on using 
Noodletools 

Website evaluation 

Can be demonstrated through 
an annotated bibliography, 
composition, project or 
presentation (A1, A2, A4, A5, 
S3) W.11-12.7.  

Independently conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 

solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

W.11-12.8. 

Independently gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, 
and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain 
the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one 
source and following a standard format for citation. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

  

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1) 

Modeling 

Peer editing 

Editing checklist 

Editing/revising practice 

Regular revision (self, peer) 
(A1) 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-
12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, consulting 
references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English 
Usage, Garner’s Modern American Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of cultures, 
and identify the similarities and differences in the way 
language is used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language 
patterns with a focus on 
tone, syntax, and diction. Evaluate the impact of language as 
related to audience and purpose. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling correctly 
 

  

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 
functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 
listening.  

 

 Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 
Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of 
syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes 
that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., 
conceive, conception, conceivable). 

 
 
 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, 
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 
 

Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 
or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 

college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Modeling 
 

Classroom discussion (formal 
and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 
accountability) (A1, A2, A3, 
C1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-text 
and text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works read, 
written and viewed. 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 

claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions 

when possible; and determine what additional information or research is 

required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 2 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats 

and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make 

informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and 

accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  

 

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  

SL 11-12..4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 
and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 
informal tasks . 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 
message. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest.  

SL.11-12. 6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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RESOURCES 

Books – The Perfect Storm by Sebastian Junger, In the Heart of the Sea by Nathaniel Philbrick, Kon-Tiki by Thor Heyerdahl, 
Endurance: Shackleton’s Incredible Voyage by Alfred Lansing, Cod: A Biography of the Fish That Changed the World by Mark 
Kurlansky, The Sea Wolf by Jack London, Two Years Before the Mast by Richard Henry Dana, Jr., Life of Pi by Yann Martel, The Hungry 
Ocean: A Swordboat Captain’s Journey by Linda Greenlaw, Far Tortuga by Peter Matthiessen, The Titanic: First Accounts by Tim 
Maltin, The Plundered Seas: Can the World’s Fish Be Saved? by Michael Berrill, In Harm’s Way: The Sinking of the USS Indianapolis 
and the Extraordinary Story of Its Survivors by Doug Stanton, The Narrative of A. Gordon Pym by Edgar Allen Poe 

Short Stories and Poetry – Rogue Wave: And Other Red-Blooded Sea Stories by Theodore Taylor, Billy Budd and Other Stories by 
Herman Melville, Typhoon and Other Stories by Joseph Conrad, Benito Cereno by Herman Melville, The Oxford Book of Sea Stories, 
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Sea Fever by John Masefield, The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest 
Hemingway, various sea songs and shanties 

Videos – Lifeboat (Alfred Hitchcock), The Perfect Storm, In the Heart of the Sea, Titanic, Life of Pi, The Finest Hours, Kon-Tiki, USS 
Indianapolis: Men of Courage, The Bounty, Captain Phillips, Shackleton 

Possible Field Trips – Mystic Seaport, Mystic Aquarium, Project O, Connecticut River Museum, U.S. Coast Guard Museum, The 
Maritime Aquarium (Norwalk), New London Custom House Maritime Museum, local lighthouse tours (New London Harbor Light, 
Race Rock Light, New London Ledge Light) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 

“Into the Unknown” X  

College Essay or Research Paper (depending on S1 or S2) X  

Small-Group Literature Circles  X 

Independent Reading and Presentation  X 

   

   

   

   

   

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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Playwriting and Performance 

 

Playwriting and Performance is an academic course available to seniors as a part of the Senior Elective Series, a twelfth grade 
requirement. This course will allow students to deepen their understanding of the art of theatre through the studying and writing of 
plays as well as the basic elements of acting and directing.  In this course, students will use specific plays as model texts to create an 
original short play. They will also explore the process of creating a character for the stage.  Students will be required to participate 
actively in discussion and in performance—individual and group; they will be required to analyze plays and to collaborate with 
classmates.   

Essential Questions: 

o How does one translate the page to the stage? 
o How can a play provide insight into a historical context and the human condition in general? 
o How do a performer’s tools contribute to a performance and an audience’s reception of that performance?  
o How does the performance of a play influence the play’s central themes?  
o How does one evaluate a dramatic performance?  
o What conventions of the English Language does a reviewer adopt when preparing a written evaluation of a play?  
o How does a performer annotate a script when developing a character for a performance?  
o How might stage directions influence a performer’s use of voice and body in a performance? 
o Based on the playwright’s language, how does a performer determine which character traits to emphasize and why? 
o How might a director stage character interaction to highlight a major element in the play? 

 

 

 

 

 



    176 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Playwriting and Performance 

Objectives / Reading: 

Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary texts in multimedia formats.  

Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to construct a meaning.  

Students interpret, analyze and evaluate text in order to extend understanding and appreciation.  

Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text.  

Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts.  

Students recognize and appreciate that contemporary and classical literature has shaped human thought.  

Students recognize that readers and authors are influenced by individual, social, cultural and historical contexts. 

 

Objectives / Writing:  

Students use descriptive, narrative, expository, persuasive and poetic modes.  

Students prepare, publish and/or present work appropriate to audience, purpose and task.  

Students use knowledge of their language and culture to improve competency in English.  

Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task.  

Students use standard English for composing and revising written text. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE 

AND REFLECTIVE PIECES (A1, A3, A4, A5) 

Visit and cooperate with 
Eugene O’Neill Theatre 
Center 

Differentiated instruction 
Mini-lessons  
Teacher modeling 
Guided viewing and 
readings 
Independent viewings and 
readings 
Note taking 
Written reflections 
Small group discussions 
Collaborative group 
activities 
Multimedia presentation 
 
Graphic organizers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Argumentative composition 
(letter to the editor, critique, 
argumentative speech or 
essay) (A3) 

Two informative/explanatory 
compositions, one research 
based(A1, A2) 

College essay if first semester 
(A1) 

Regular opportunities to 
reflect (journals, letters, self-
reflections) (A1)  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 
creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant textual  
evidence and examples 

 

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
 

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 
revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a 
focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions between 
and within paragraphs to improve fluency and coherence. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.  

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1, 
A2) 

Socratic seminars 
Focused lectures 
Guided viewing questions 

 

Assessment of an 
independently read text (A1, 
A2) 

Fiction/narrative and non-
fiction 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.1. / RL.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 
summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 
substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

Develop a critical stance and cite textual evidence to support the stance 

  

RL.11-12.2./ RL.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide 
an objective summary of the text.  

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 
and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how 
the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed).  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each work’s 
contributions to an understanding of human experience across cultures. 

 

  

RL.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 
the course of the text.  

 

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 
understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 
language within works of prose and poetry 

uses of poetic devices 

  

RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, and 
assumptions underlying an author’s work. 
 

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 
filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 

  

RL.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 
recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 
evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least 
one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 
connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century foundational works including how two or more texts 
from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across 
classical and contemporary text. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.10/RL.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–
CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading 
and adjust the purposes while reading. 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 
monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 

  

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 
 

 Can be demonstrated through 
an annotated bibliography, 
composition, project or 
presentation (A1, A2, A4, A5, 
S3) W.11-12.7.  

Independently conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 

solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, 
and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain 
the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one 
source and following a standard format for citation. 

 

 

  

RL.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

 

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1)  
 

 

 Regular revision (self, peer) 
(A1) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-
12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, 
consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of 
cultures, and identify the similarities and differences 
in the way language is used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language 
patterns with a focus on 
tone, syntax, and diction. Evaluate the impact of language as 
related to audience and purpose. 

  

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling correctly 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  

 Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 
Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of 
syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

  

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes that 
indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, 
conception, conceivable). 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A3, C1)  

Small group discussions 
Collaborative group 
activities 

 

Classroom discussion (formal 
and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 
accountability) (A1, A2, A3, 
C1) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-text 
and text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works read, 
written and viewed. 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 

claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions 

when possible; and determine what additional information or research is 

required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  

SL 11-12..4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 
and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 
informal tasks . 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 
message. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest.  

  

SL.11-12. 6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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RESOURCES 

 

A Streetcar Named Desire 

Long Days’ Journey Into Night 

The Monsters are Due on Maple Street 

One Act Plays  

Excerpts from An Actor Prepares 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 

Introductory Acting Exercises, Exploration of Character, Place, Conflict ,Drafting            X  

Production Values, Rehearsal, Presentations of Student Plays              X 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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REAL LIFE: STRANGER THAN FICTION – MEMOIR UNIT/ GRADE 12 OVERVIEW 

 

This course offers further practice in literary study, writing, and analytical skills using non-fiction memoirs. Students will analyze non-fiction 

memoirs through a variety of mediums. Students will be expected to gain independence in constructing meaning from a text. In the writing 

program, students will strengthen their ability to write analytically and reflectively and will create a correctly cited MLA research project. Writing 

about their personal experience, which will include the college personal essay and the senior scrapbook, will enhance their ability to reflect 

about their own lives and to be more mindful about their actions. Students will gain an understanding about personal perspective and the 

subjectivity of truth, and how one’s perspective shapes their truth. Students will learn about the universality of human experience as well as how 

to see life from another person’s perspective, which will lead to an appreciation of the differences in others and will give them practice with 

expressing sympathy and empathy.  Students will be asked to engage in meaningful and mindful discussions to sharpen critical thinking skills. 

Students will also develop and improve their interviewing, collaboration, and technology skills through assignments. Students will be expected to 

resolve most problems of grammar and mechanics independently and will apply revision skills to improve their prose style. 
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UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives (for this Unit/Lesson/Area) 

Students will understand that universal experiences can be expressed through personal memoirs/narratives.  

Students will understand how perspective shapes truth and learn that perspectives of others are valid and are their truth. 

Students will learn to appreciate difference and learn to respect others’ perception of events.  

Student will examine and understand the self-reflective nature of memoirs. 

Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 

Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts. 

Students use descriptive, narrative, expository, and persuasive modes. 

Students prepare, publish and/or present work appropriate to audience, purpose and task. 

Students use knowledge of their language and culture to improve competency in English. 

Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task. 

Students use Standard English for composing and revising written text. 

Essential Questions (that go with the objectives) 

Why do memoirs enhance the reader’s self-reflections? 

How do authors use themes and literary devices to create memoirs? 

How do memoirs help readers understand societal issues such as mental health, addiction, and racism? 

How are universal human experiences demonstrated in contemporary literature? 

Can understanding others’ perceptions help shape our truth and result in a better understanding of ourselves? 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC 

COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE AND REFLECTIVE PIECES 

(A1, A2, A3, A4, A5) 

Teacher modeling 

Mentor texts 

Templates 

Writing process 

Argumentative composition 

(letter to the editor, critique, 

argumentative speech or essay) 

(A3) 

Two informative/explanatory 

compositions, one research 

based (A1, A2) 

College essay if first semester 

Regular opportunities to reflect 

(journals, letters, self-reflections) 

(A1) 

Multiple theme interaction 

analysis (in one work) (A1, 

A2) 

Book review (A4) 

Close reading essay 

“Analysis of Author’s 

Structural Choices” (A1,A4) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 

creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 
 implementing effective topic sentences 
 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 

formats 
 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant 

textual  evidence and examples 
 

  

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience 

 

 

 

 

 



    198 

 

 

 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 

most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 

revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a 

focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions between 
and within paragraphs to improve fluency and coherence. 

  

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 

including new arguments or information.  

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 

 

 

  

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL 

AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1, A2) 

Teacher think alouds 

Sustained silent reading 

Note-taking 

Journal responses 

Oral reading reflections 

Interactive read-aloud 

Pair and Share 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment of an independently 

read text (A1, A4) 

Narrative and non-fiction literary 

analysis (A1, A2) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 

including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 

summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 

substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

Develop a critical stance and cite textual evidence to support the stance 

  

RL.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 

their development over the course of the text, including how they 

interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide 

an objective summary of the text.  

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 

and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how 

the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 

developed).  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RL.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 

specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 

course of the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each work’s 

contributions to an understanding of human experience across cultures. 

 

  

RL.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 

how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 

the course of the text.  

 

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 

text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 

of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 

multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 

beautiful.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 

understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 

language within works of prose and poetry uses of poetic 

devices 

 

  

RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 

parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 

choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 

structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, and 

assumptions underlying an author’s work. 

 

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 

what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 

sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RI.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 

rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 

contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 

filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 

 

  

R.L.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 

recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 

evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least 

one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 

connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-

twentieth-century foundational works including how two or more texts 

from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across 

classical and contemporary text. 

  

RL.11-12.10/RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 

including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading 

and adjust the purposes while reading. 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 

monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A4, 

A5, S2, S3) 

Lessons with library 

media specialist 

Modeling 

Chunking 

Graphic organizers 

conferencing 

 

Can be demonstrated through an 

annotated bibliography, 

composition, project or 

presentation (A1, A2, A4, A5, S2, 

S3) 

 
W.11-12.7.  

Independently conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 

solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 

print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 

strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, 

and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain 

the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one 

source and following a standard format for citation. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RI.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 

different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 

words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

  

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1) 
Modeling 

Peer editing 

Editing checklist 

Differentiated learning 

 

Regular revision (self, peer) (A1) 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-

12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, consulting 
references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English 
Usage, Garner’s Modern American Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of 
cultures, and identify the similarities and differences in 
the way language is used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language patterns 
with a focus on tone, syntax, and diction. Evaluate the impact of 
language as related to audience and purpose. 



    207 

 

 

 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling correctly. 

 

 

  

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 

functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 

meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 

listening.  

 Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 

Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of 

syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 

text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes 
that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., 
conceive, conception, conceivable). 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, 
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 
 

Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 

or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

 

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Models 

Cooperative grouping 

Student-led class 

discussions, including 

Socratic seminars 

Classroom discussion (formal 

and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 

accountability) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions 
that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a 
full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and 
creative perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-
text and text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works 
read, written and viewed. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

SL.11-12. 2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  

SL 11-12..4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 

clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 

of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 

and the organization, development, substance, and style are 

appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 

informal tasks . 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 

message. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 

visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 

understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 

interest.  

  

SL.11-12. 6 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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RESOURCES 

 Books, Articles, and Excerpts:  Mitch Albom’s Tuesdays with Morrie, James McBride’s The Color of Water, Jeanette Walls’ The Glass 
Castle,  Trevor Noah’s Born A Crime, Frank McCourt’s Angela’s Ashes, excerpts from Richard Wrights’ Black Boy, excerpts from Anthony 
Bourdain’s Kitchen Confidential, excerpts from David Sedaris’ various works, Marjane Satrapi’s Persepolis, excerpts from Once Upon A 
Childhood: Stories and Memoirs from American Youth edited by Barbara H. Solomon and Eileen Panetta, such as Veronica Chambers’ 
excerpt from Mama’s Girl, Mary Crow Dog’s excerpt from Lakota Woman, Beverly Donofrio’s excerpt from Driving in Cars with Boys,  
Gary Soto’s “Deceit” and “The Pie,”  Rebecca Walkers’ excerpt from Black, White, and Jewish, Art Buchwald’s “Flossie and the Marines,” 
Piri Thomas’ “Alien Turf,” and Ben Fong-Torres’ “The Mai Fong.” 
 

 Videos: TED Talks: Chimamanda Adichie’s “The Danger of a Single Story”, Colin Grant’s “How Our Stories Cross Over”, Sebastian 
Wernicke’s “1,000 TED Talks in Six Words”. Films: Penny Marshall’s Riding In Cars With Boys, Touching The Void (docu-drama), Jonathan 
Teplitzky’s The Railway Man, Ryan Murphy’s Running With Scissors, Sarah Polley’s Stories We Tell, James Mangold’s Girl Interrupted, 
Stephen Gaghan’s Syriana, Michael Winterbottom’s A Mighty Heart, Steven Spielberg’s Catch Me If You Can, Lost Boys of Sudan (PBS 
documentary), God Grew Tired of Us (National Geographic documentary) and the TV movie Temple Grandin. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    214 

 

 

 

PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 

What is a memoir? Memoirs as a Genre Study and Writing Craft x  

An Approach to Reading Popular Memoirs (whole class study) x  

Book Club: Small Group reading and responding  x 

Independent Study: choice independent reading and presentation x > 

Call Me By My Name: portfolio of personal narrative writing x > 

 

(Show via “x” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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SPORTS LITERATURE / GRADE 12 OVERVIEW 

 

This course is a study of sports as portrayed through short stories, essays, works of fiction and non-fiction, films, poems, essays, 
speeches, and other mediums whose central focus is sport. The course offers further practice in literary study, writing, and analytical 
skills, in addition to fostering a higher level of achievement in reading, writing, listening, and speaking for both college and career 
opportunities. Students will respond to sports-based literature and films in a variety of ways, including discussion, formal and 
informal writing, presentations, research projects, and interviews. The writing program will strengthen students’ ability to write 
analytically about sports literature, and they will have opportunities for personal and creative writing as well. Students will be 
expected to handle most problems with grammar and mechanics independently as they apply revision skills to improve their prose 
style. Vocabulary study will focus on both SAT preparation and vocabulary in context.  

 

Sports are one of the most unique aspects of American culture because of the rare mix of positive themes (pride, identity, 
teamwork, and heroism) and negative themes (cheating, disappointment, scandal, and selfishness). In today’s society nearly every 
news outlet has a section devoted to sports that gives us constant access to scores, athletes’ lives, and up-to-the-minute information 
about sports stories and trends. Sports provide a connection and outlet to the daily lives of millions around the globe, shape the way 
we experience the world around us, and reveal what American culture believes is important. In this course students will examine the 
ideas, thoughts, and emotions surrounding sports, and they will analyze how and why sports have taken on such a large role in our 
society and their own lives. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives  
Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical, and evaluative ways to literacy, informational, and persuasive 
texts in multimedia formats.  
Students use appropriate strategies before, during, and after reading in order to construct a meaning. 
Students interpret, analyze and evaluate the impact of sports through literature, film, and other mediums. 
Students analyze the purpose of sports and determine its role in our society and culture. 
Students develop an understanding of the larger impact of sports, including how sports mirror conflicts faced throughout life. 
Students examine the effects of sports on relationships at various points in life, including youth, teens, and adults. 
Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 
Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral, and visual texts. 
Students use descriptive, narrative, expository, and persuasive modes. 
Students prepare, publish, and/or present work appropriate to audience, purpose, and task. 
Students use knowledge of their language and culture to improve competency in English. 
Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task. 
Students use Standard English for composing and revising written text. 
 
Essential Questions  
How do sports impact our society and shape our culture? 
How are real-life issues like racism, sexism, violence, and discrimination relevant in sports? 
How have sports impacted political relationships in America? 
How do sports mirror personal challenges in our lives, as well as humanity’s need to compete and win? 
How do sports help us define individual and team success? 
How do sports contribute to our development of character? 
How do interscholastic sports programs influence school culture, your community, and your family relationships? 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE 

AND REFLECTIVE PIECES (A1, A3, A4, A5) 
 

 

 

Teacher modeling 
Mentor texts 
Templates 
Outlines 
Writing process 

Argumentative composition 
(letter to the editor, critique, 
argumentative speech or essay) 
(A3) 

Two informative/explanatory 
compositions, one research 
based (A1, A2) 

College essay if first semester 
(A1) 

Regular opportunities to reflect 
(journals, letters, self-
reflections) (A1) 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 
creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 
formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant 
textual  evidence and examples 
 

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 
revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a 
focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions 
between and within paragraphs to improve fluency and 
coherence. 

  

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.  

 

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 

  

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY 

TEXTS (A1, A2) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher think-alouds 
Sustained silent reading 
Note-taking 
Journal responses 
Oral reading reflections 
Interactive read-aloud 
Pair and Share 
Literature circles 

 

 

 

 

Assessment of an independently 
read text (A1, A2) 

Fiction/narrative and non-fiction 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 
summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 
substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

DEVELOP A CRITICAL STANCE AND CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE STANCE 

  

RL.11-12.2./ RI.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide 
an objective summary of the text.  

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 
and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how 
the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed).  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

RL.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each work’s 
contributions to an understanding of human experience across cultures. 

  

RL.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 
the course of the text.  

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful.  

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 
understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 
language within works of prose and poetry 

 uses of poetic devices 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, and 
assumptions underlying an author’s work. 

  

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  

RL.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 
filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

RL.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 
recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 
evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least 
one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 
connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 

  

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century foundational works including how two or more texts 
from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across 
classical and contemporary text. 

RL.11-12.10/RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–
CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading 
and adjust the purposes while reading. 



    224 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 
monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 
 

Lessons with library 
media specialist 
Lessons on using 
Noodletools 

Website evaluation 

Can be demonstrated through 
an annotated bibliography, 
composition, project or 
presentation (A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

W.11-12.7.  

Independently conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 

solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, 
and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain 
the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one 
source and following a standard format for citation. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

RL.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

  

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1) 
 

Modeling 

Peer editing 

Editing checklist 

Editing/revising practice 

Regular revision (self, peer) (A1) 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-
12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, 
can change over time, and is sometimes contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, consulting 
references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English 
Usage, Garner’s Modern American Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of cultures, and 
identify the similarities and differences in the way language is 
used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language patterns 
with a focus on tone, syntax, and diction.Evaluate the impact of 
language as related to audience and purpose. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling correctly 
 
 

  

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 
functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 
listening.  

 Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 
Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of 
syntax to the study of complex texts when reading 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes 
that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., 
conceive, conception, conceivable). 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, 
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 

 Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of 
a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning 
in context or in a dictionary). 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Modeling 
 

Classroom discussion (formal 
and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 
accountability) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-text 
and text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works read, 
written and viewed. 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 

claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions 

when possible; and determine what additional information or research is 

required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

SL.11-12. 2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  
 
 

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  

 

SL 11-12..4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 
and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 
informal tasks . 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 
message. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each expectation? 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest.  

  

SL.11-12. 6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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RESOURCES 

Books – Friday Night Lights by H.G. Bissinger, Shoeless Joe by W.P. Kinsella, The Blind Side by Michael Lewis, Hoop Dreams by Ben 
Joravsky, Hate Mail from Cheerleaders by Rick Reilly, When Pride Still Mattered by David Maraniss, Seabiscuit by Laura Hillenbrand, 
In My Skin: My Life on and off the Basketball Court by Britney Griner, The Natural by Bernard Malamud, Into Thin Air by John 
Krakauer, North Dallas Forty by Pete Gent, Joe DiMaggio: The Hero’s Life by Richard Ben Kramer, When the Game Was Ours by Larry 
Bird, The Fight by Norman Mailer, Sandy Koufax: A Lefty’s Legacy by Jane Leavy, Basketball Junkie: A Memoir by Bill Reynolds and 
Chris Herren, Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game by Michael Lewis 

Jeff Benedict (local author and possible guest speaker) – Tiger Woods; The System; Out of Bounds; QB: My Life Behind the Spiral; 
Pros and Cons: The Criminals Who Play in the NFL 

Films – Field of Dreams, A League of Their Own, Rocky, Creed, The Blind Side, The Natural, Bull Durham, Friday Night Lights, Miracle, 
Remember the Titans, Moneyball, Ali, Glory Road, Eight Men Out, Rudy, Soul of the Game, Without Limits, 61*, Love & Basketball, 
The Trials of Muhammad Ali 

TED Talks – swimmer Diana Nyad’s  (TEDMED) “Extreme Swimming with the Worlds’ Most Dangerous Jellyfish” 
(https://www.ted.com/talks/diana_nyad_extreme_swimming_with_the_world_s_most_dangerous_jellyfish), Billie Jean King’s “This 
Icon Paved the Way for Women in Sports” 
(https://www.ted.com/talks/billie_jean_king_this_tennis_icon_paved_the_way_for_women_in_sports)  

Magazines – Sports Illustrated, ESPN The Magazine, Sporting News, Field & Stream, Outside 

Selected speeches – Jimmy Valvano’s 1993 ESPY speech; Lou Gehrig’s “The Luckiest Man on the Face of the Earth” speech; Billie 
Jean King’s 2000 University of Massachusetts commencement speech; United Nations Assistant Secretary-General and UN Women 
Deputy Executive Director Lakshmi Puri’s at “The Value of Hosting Mega Sport Events as a Social, Economic and Environmental 
Sustainable Development Tool” event (Feb. 16 2016); British Olympic cyclist Nicole Cook’s retirement speech 
(https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2013/jan/14/nicole-cooke-retirement-statement) 

 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/diana_nyad_extreme_swimming_with_the_world_s_most_dangerous_jellyfish
https://www.ted.com/talks/billie_jean_king_this_tennis_icon_paved_the_way_for_women_in_sports
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2013/jan/14/nicole-cooke-retirement-statement
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PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 

College Essay or Research Paper (depending on S1 on S2) X  

“Why Sports?” X  

Small-Group Literature Circles  X 

Independent Reading and Presentations  X 

   

   

   

   

   

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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War in Literature / English 12 Elective 

 

Course Description: 

War in Literature is a semester long course involving the peril of war and how it impacts society and humanity. We will look at war through the 

lens of classical fiction juxtaposed with contemporary texts through the eyes of fictional and real life characters in order to explore the social, 

cultural, political, and historical conditions that have resulted in war. Furthermore, we will explore the conditions it creates for its victims and its 

aftermath. This course will explore the experiences of individuals, later generations, and nations, including issues of exile and reconciliation 

through the use of memoirs, fiction, poetry, literary nonfiction, documentaries, and feature films.  
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UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives (for this Unit/Lesson/Area) 

Students will be able to compare and contrast common elements and characteristics of war literature between different eras.   

Students will be able to identify the impact of war on individuals and society.  

Students will be able to analyze major causes of war. 

Students will be able to determine post-traumatic effects of war. 

Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text.  

 

 

 

Essential Questions (that go with the objectives) 

How does war affect the individual? 

How does war affect the society? 

What are ways that future generations are impacted by war? 

How does war literature from different eras compare?  

What are the politics and consequences of war, and how do these vary based on cultural perspective? 

Why is it important for people to tell their stories of war? 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC 

COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE AND REFLECTIVE PIECES 

(A1, A3, A4, A5) 
 

Teacher modeling 
 
Mentor texts 
 
Templates 
 
Writing process  

 

Argumentative composition 

(letter to the editor, critique, 

argumentative speech or essay) 

(A3) 

Two informative/explanatory 

compositions, one research 

based (A1, A2) 

College essay if first semester 

(A1) 

Regular opportunities to reflect 

(journals, letters, self-reflections) 

(A1) 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 

creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

● checking for coherence 

● implementing effective topic sentences 

● using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 

formats 

● adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant textual  
evidence and examples 
 

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
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W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 

significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently revise 

texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a focus on:  

● writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

● reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions 
between and within paragraphs to improve fluency and 
coherence. 
 

  

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and 

update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing 

feedback, including new arguments or information.  

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.  

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 
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ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL 

AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1, A2) 

Teacher think alouds 
Sustained silent reading 
Note-taking 
Journal responses 
Oral reading reflections 
Interactive read-aloud 
Pair and Share 

Assessment of an independently 

read text (A1, A2) 

Fiction/narrative and non-fiction 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 

including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

● Select and organize relevant information from the text to 

summarize. 

● Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to substantiate 

them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

Develop a critical stance and cite textual evidence to support the stance 

RL.11-12.2./ RI.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 

their development over the course of the text, including how they 

interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; 

provide an objective summary of the text.  

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 

and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how 

the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 

developed).  
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RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 

specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 

course of the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each work’s 

contributions to an understanding of human experience across cultures. 

  

RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 

how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 

the course of the text.  

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 

text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 

of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 

multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 

beautiful.  

 

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 

understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

● voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

● patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 

language within works of prose and poetry 

uses of poetic devices 
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RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 

parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 

choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 

structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

● Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, and 

assumptions underlying an author’s work. 

 

  

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 

what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 

sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  

 

 

RI.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 

rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 

contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 

filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 
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RL.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 

recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 

evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least 

one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 

connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 

  

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-

twentieth-century foundational works including how two or more texts 

from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across 

classical and contemporary text. 

RL.11-12.10/RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 

including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11– 

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading 

and adjust the purposes while reading. 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 

monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 
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UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A4, 

A5, S3) 

Lessons with library 
media specialist 
Lessons on using Noodle 
Tools 
Media Literacy Lessons 

Can be demonstrated through an 

annotated bibliography, 

composition, project or 

presentation (A1, A2, A4, A5 S3) 

W.11-12.7.  

Independently conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 

solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

 

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 

print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 

strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, 

and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain 

the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one 

source and following a standard format for citation. 

RI.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 

different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 

words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
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DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1) 

Modeling 

Peer editing 

Editing checklist 

Regular revision (self, peer) (A1) 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-

12.1 

● Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

● Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, 
consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

● Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of 
cultures, and identify the similarities and differences 
in the way language is used. 

● Recognize and understand variations between language 

patterns with a focus on 

tone, syntax, and diction. Evaluate the impact of language as 

related to audience and purpose. 

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

● Observing hyphenation conventions. 

● Spelling correctly. 
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L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 

functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 

meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 

listening.  

● Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 

Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of 

syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

  

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 

text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 

● Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes that 
indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, 
conception, conceivable). 

● Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 

Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 

phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
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L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

● Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) 
in context and analyze their role in the text. 

● Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering 

a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

 

Models 

Classroom discussion (formal 

and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 

accountability) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 
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SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

● Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

● Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

● Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions 
that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a 
full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and 
creative perspectives. 

● Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-
text and text-to world connections. 

● Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works 
read, written and viewed. 
 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 

claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 

contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 

information or research is required to deepen the investigation or 

complete the task. 
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SL.11-12.2 

● Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 

rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 

points of emphasis, and tone used.  

SL 11-12.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying 

a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the 

line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are 

addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and 

style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal 

and informal tasks . 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 

message. 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 

visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 

understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 

interest.  



    248 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

SL.11-12. 6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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RESOURCES 

● Books 

No Easy Day Mark Owen 

War - by Sebastian Junger 

The Illiad - by Homer 

Sozaboy - by Ken Saro-Wiwa 

Shadow Divers: The True Adventure of Two Americans Who Risked Everything to Solve One of the Last Mysteries of World War II - by: 

Robert Kurson 

The Hunt for Red October - Tom Clancy 

All Quiet on the Western Front –Erich Maria Remarque 

Red Badge of Courage-by Stephen Crane 

● Short stories/Poems 

 “The Man He Killed” - Thomas Hardy 

 Beowulf - excerpts from 

“Dulce et Decorum este” 

● Videos 

Restrepo 

The Hunt for Red October 

Hotel Rwanda 

● Magazines 

● Equipment 

● Supplies 

● Field Trips: Explore options and contacts within Coast Guard academy and Groton Sub Base. 
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PACING GUIDE 

Quarter 1 - Explore the social, political, cultural, and historical conditions that have resulted in war. 

Quarter 2 - Explore the social, political, and cultural, impact of war.  
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Women in Literature 

 

Course Description:  This course focuses on the experiences of women and girls in history and literature.  Students will examine the history of 

gender role development and the development of feminist philosophy.  Literature that represents perspectives of female voices from different 

eras and cultures will be studied.  Students will also explore how contemporary media and culture contribute to women’s views of themselves 

and body images.  Current issues affecting gender such as violence against women and sexual orientation may also be discussed.  Students will 

participate in lively classroom and small group discussions and engage in self-directed research.  Students will analyze and critique literature, and 

they will have opportunities for personal and creative writing as well. Students will apply revision skills to improve their prose style. Vocabulary 

study will focus on both SAT preparation and vocabulary in context. 
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UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives (for this Unit/Lesson/Area) 

Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literacy, informational and persuasive texts in 

multimedia formats. Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to construct a meaning. 

Students interpret, analyze and evaluate themes in contemporary fiction. 

Students analyze the relationship of culture and society in contemporary culture. 

Students independently select and read contemporary texts. 

Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 

Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts. 

Students use descriptive, narrative, expository, and persuasive modes. 

Students prepare, publish and/or present work appropriate to audience, purpose and task. 

Students use knowledge of their language and culture to improve competency in English. 

Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task. 

Students use standard English for composing and revising written text. 
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Essential Questions (that go with the objectives) 

What factors lead to the construction of gender roles? 

How do texts express female voices? 

How does one’s personal understanding deepen through analyzing multiple points of view? 

How does discussion and collaboration enhance comprehension of a text? 

How does one evaluate the quality of a text? 

How do authors use language techniques and style? 

Do women writers have a distinctive literary voice? 

How do the traditional responsibilities and roles of women affect their ability to assume alternative roles in home, at work, or in society? 

How have/are women represented in society? 

How does gender affect how one acts in society?  

How is body image influenced by media and popular culture? 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC 

COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE AND REFLECTIVE PIECES 

(A1, A3, A4, A5) 

Teacher modeling 
Mentor texts 
Templates 
Writing process 

Argumentative composition 

(letter to the editor, critique, 

argumentative speech or essay) 

(A3) 

Two informative/explanatory 

compositions, one research 

based (A1, A2) 

College essay if first semester 

(A1) 

Regular opportunities to reflect 

(journals, letters, self-reflections) 

(A1) 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 

creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 
 implementing effective topic sentences 
 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 

formats 
 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant 

textual  evidence and examples 

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 

most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 

revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a 

focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions 
between and within paragraphs to improve fluency and 
coherence. 

  

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 

including new arguments or information.  

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 

 

  

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL 

AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1,A2) 

Teacher think alouds 

Sustained silent reading 

Note-taking 

Journal responses 

Oral reading reflections 

Interactive read-aloud 

Pair and Share 

 

 

 

Assessment of an independently 

read text (A1, A2) 

Fiction/narrative and non-fiction 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 

including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 

summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 

substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

Develop a critical stance and cite textual evidence to support the stance 

 

  

RL.11-12.2./ RI.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 

their development over the course of the text, including how they 

interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide 

an objective summary of the text.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 

and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how 

the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 

developed).  

 

  

RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 

specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 

course of the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each work’s 

contributions to an understanding of human experience across cultures. 

RL.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 

how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 

the course of the text.  

 



    259 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 

text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 

of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 

multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 

beautiful.  

  

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 

understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 

language within works of prose and poetry uses of poetic 

devices 

RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 

parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 

choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 

structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, and 

assumptions underlying an author’s work. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 

what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 

sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  

  

RI.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 

rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 

contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 

filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 

RL.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 

recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 

evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least 

one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 

connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-

twentieth-century foundational works including how two or more texts 

from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across 

classical and contemporary text. 

  

RL.11-12.10/RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 

including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading 

and adjust the purposes while reading. 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 

monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY 
A1,A2,A4, A5 S3) 

 

Lessons with library 
media specialist 
Modeling 
Chunking 
Graphic organizers 
conferencing 

Can be demonstrated through an 

annotated bibliography, 

composition, project or 

presentation (A1,A2,A4, A5 S3) 

W.11-12.7.  

Independently conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 

solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 

print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 

strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, 

and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain 

the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one 

source and following a standard format for citation. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RI.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 

different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 

words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

  

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1) 

Modeling 

Peer editing 

Editing checklist 

Differentiated learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular revision (self, peer) (A1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-

12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, 
consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of 
cultures, and identify the similarities and differences 
in the way language is used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language 
patterns with a focus on 
tone, syntax, and diction. Evaluate the impact of language as 
related to audience and purpose. 

  

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling correctly 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 

functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 

meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 

listening.  

Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 

Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to 

the study of complex texts when reading. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 

text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 

 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes 
that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., 
conceive, conception, conceivable). 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, 
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 
 

Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 

or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Models 

Cooperative grouping 

Student-led class 

discussions including 

Socratic seminars 

Classroom discussion (formal 

and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1 

Presentations (with listener 

accountability) ((A1, A2, A3, C1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 

11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-text and 
text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works read, 
written and viewed. 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 

claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions 

when possible; and determine what additional information or research is 

required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

SL.11-12. 2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  
 
SL 11-12.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 

clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 

of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 

and the organization, development, substance, and style are 

appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 

informal tasks. 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 

message. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 

visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 

understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 

interest.  

  

SL.11-12. 6 
 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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RESOURCES 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin 
Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austin 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
Emma by Jane Austin 
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
Beloved by Toni Morrison 
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 
The Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison 
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
A Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolf 
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
Summer by Edith Wharton 
Gorilla My Love by Toni Cade Bambara 
 
Resources: 
Longman Anthology of Women’s Literature by Mary K. DeShazer 
The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women by Sandra M. Gilbert 
Introduction to Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies: Interdisciplinary and Intersectional Approaches by L. Ayu Saraswati 
Everyday Women’s and Gender Studies: Introductory Concepts by Ann Braithwaite and Catherine M. Orr 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Introduction-Womens-Gender-Sexuality-Studies/dp/0190266066/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WYSAECEK8TCE&keywords=introduction+to+women%27s+gender+and+sexuality+studies&qid=1550161305&s=books&sprefix=introduction+to+women%2Cstripbooks%2C133&sr=1-1
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PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 

The Historical Roles of Woman and the Rise of Feminism x  

Women’s Voice:  A Survey of Women Writers X X 

The Portrayal of Woman in Contemporary Culture and   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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ENGLISH 12 – UCONN ECE/ ADVANCED PLACEMENT/ HONORS 

 

In this course, students will further develop their skills in reading and thinking critically. Students will be expected to meet the 
demands of an academically rigorous college-level course by reading challenging fiction, non-fiction, and scholarly works and 
composing carefully crafted academic essays. English 12AP/ECE is designed to include an in-depth study of British, World, and 
American texts; a study of the historical context of these works; consideration of various interpretive critical lenses; extensive 
writing, both formal and informal, about literature and related topics; writing workshops in which revision will be emphasized; and 
preparation for the AP test in May. This is a college level course, sanctioned by the College Board and the Department of English at 
the University of Connecticut which allows successful students to earn four college credits.  
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UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives (for this Unit/Lesson/Area) 

- Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literacy, informational and 
argumentative texts in multimedia formats.  
- Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to construct a meaning. 
- Students interpret, analyze and evaluate text in order to extend understanding and appreciation. 
- Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 
- Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts. 
- Students recognize and appreciate that contemporary and classical literature has shaped human thought. 
- Students recognize that readers and authors are influenced by individual, social, cultural and historical contexts. 
 

 

Essential Questions (that go with the objectives) 

1.  Is human nature innately civil, savage, or neither?      

2.  How is the nature of morality ambiguous?   

3.  What is the relationship between self and society? 

4.  How can progress be both beneficial and harmful? 

5.  How do our beliefs, values, actions, sense of self, and relationship with others give our lives meaning? 

6.  How does an author’s life impact a work of literature? 

7.  How does fiction function as social, cultural, or political commentary? 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND 

NARRATIVE AND REFLECTIVE PIECES  
(A1, A2, A4, A5) 
 

 

- Oral presentations 
- Teacher modeling 
- Note taking 
- Process writing 
- Free writes 
- Generating topics 
- Guided writing lessons 
- Collaborative writing 
- Self-assessment 
- Focused peer editing 
- Peer/teacher conferences 
- Sharing of student writing 
- School-wide rubrics 
- Multimedia presentations 

- Argumentative compositions: 
(literary analysis essays; AP-
style Open Response Timed 
essays: novel, passage, poetry; 
literary based research paper; 
compare/contrast essay) [A1, 
A2, A4] 

- Informative/expository 
compositions: one research 
based [A1, A2] 

- Personal narrative essay: The 
College Essay [A1] 

- Regular opportunities to 
reflect (journals, letters, self-
reflections) [A1, A5] 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 
creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive 
commentary 

 checking for coherence 

 implementing effective topic sentences 

 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 
formats 

 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant textual  
evidence and example 

 

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
Independently revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and 
clarity with a focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the audience, 
purpose, and thesis using logical transitions between and 
within paragraphs to improve fluency and coherence. 

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and 
update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing 
feedback, including new arguments or information.  

  

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.  

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS  
(A1, A2, S1) 
 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Close reading 

 Guided reading 

 Whole-class discussion 

 Small group 
discussions 

 Independent reading 

 Shared reading 

 Note taking 

 Flexible groupings 

 Written reading 
reflections 

 Oral reading 
reflections 

 Teacher/student 
developed rubrics 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Classroom debates 

 Graded Discussion 

 Multimedia 
presentation 

 Focused lectures 

- Annotation [A2] 
- Thematic Analysis essay [A1, 
A2] 
- Multiple theme interaction 
analysis (in one work) [A1, 
A2] 
- Character Analysis [A1, A2] 
- application of literary theory 
and criticism [A1, A2] 
- Passage Analysis Journal 
[A2] 
- close reading activities [A2] 
- Compare/contrast essay 
[A1, A2] 
- Graded Discussion [S1] 
- Reading Quizzes [A2] 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 
summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 
substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 

Develop a critical stance and cite textual evidence to support the 

stance 

RL.11-12.2./ RI.11-12.2. 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; 
provide an objective summary of the text.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 
and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, 
how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed).  

 Paraphrase 

 Discussion Questions 

 Literary theory and 
criticism 

RI.11- 12.3. 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text.  Create responses to texts and examine each work’s 
contributions to an understanding of human experience across 
cultures. 

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words 
with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 
engaging, or beautiful.  

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 
understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 
language within works of prose and poetry uses of poetic 
devices 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.5. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its 
overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

 Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, biases, 
and assumptions underlying an author’s work. 
 

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really 
meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  

 

 

 

 

RI.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 
filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 
recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 
evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at 
least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American 
dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 
connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 

 

  

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century foundational works including how two or more 
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across 
classical and contemporary text. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.10/RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the 
grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading 
and adjust the purposes while reading. 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 
monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 

  

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

 modeling 

 peer editing 

 teacher conferencing 

 guided pacing 

 research database 
tutorials 

 source credibility and 
proper citation mini-
lessons 

- Substantive literary based 
research paper [A1, A2, A4, 
A5, S3] 
- Annotated bibliography [A1, 
A2, A5, S3] 
- Project [A1, A2, A4, A5, S3] 
- oral presentation [A1, A2, 
A4, A5, S3] 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.7.  

Independently conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 

solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

 

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in 
terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into 
the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism 
and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format 
for citation. 

 

RI.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE (A1) 
 

- AP test practice 
- mini-lessons 
- teacher feedback 
- individual conferencing 
- peer and self-review 

- Regular revision (self, peer) 
of formal writing [A1] 
- AP test practice [A1] 
- Oral presentation [A1] 
- Formal and in-class essays 
[A1] 
 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: 
L.11-12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, 
consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of 
cultures, and identify the similarities and 
differences in the way language is used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language 
patterns with a focus on 
tone, syntax, and diction. Evaluate the impact of language as 
related to audience and purpose. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling Correctly. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 
functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading 
or listening.  

 Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s 
Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an 
understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when 
reading. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus 
on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, 
or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes 
that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., 
conceive, conception, conceivable). 

 
 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials 
(e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 
clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, 
or its standard usage. 
 

Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) 
in context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 
 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY (A1, A2, A4, A5, S3, C1) 

- Classroom discussion 

- teacher feedback 

- modeling 

- Classroom discussion [A1, 
A2, A4, S3, C1] 

- Small group discussion [A1, 
A2, A4, S3, C1] 

- Presentations (with listener 
accountability) [A1, A2, A4, 
A5, S3, C1] 

- Graded Discussion [A1, A2, 
A4, A5] 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or 
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range 
of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-text 
and text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works read, 
written and viewed. 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 

claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions 

when possible; and determine what additional information or research is 

required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  

 
 

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word 
choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.  
 

SL 11-12..4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, 
conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can 
follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives 
are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, 
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or 
formal and informal tasks . 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 
message. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest.  

  

SL.11-12. 6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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RESOURCES 

Vocabulary texts: 
Advanced Word Power (Townsend Press) 
 
Writing and usage texts: 
Write for College 
 
Anthologies: 
The Norton Introduction to Literature     
Major British Writers (Harcourt, Brace & Jovanovich)  
Adventures in English Literature (Harrison) 
Interpreting Poetry: Classic and Contemporary   
Sound and Sense: An Introduction to Poetry (Perrine & Arp) 
Literature and Language: English and World Literature (Macdougal . Littell) 
 
Short Works: 
“Astronaut”, Wally Lamb 
“Beauty: When the Other Dancer is the Self”, Alice Walker 
"The Body”, Stephen King  
“In Search of Zora”, Alice Walker 
“Last Rung of the Ladder”, Stephen King 
“Louisa, Please Come Home”, Shirley Jackson 
“The Rocking Horse Winner”, DH Lawrence 
“Shooting an Elephant”, George Orwell 
“Rime of the Ancient Mariner”, Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
“Myth of Sisyphus”, Albert Camus 
“An Image of Africa: Racism in Heart of Darkness”, Chinua Achebe 
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Fiction, drama and nonfiction: 
Angela’s Ashes, Frank McCourt  
Antigone, Sophocles  
Beowulf 
Beloved, Toni Morrison 
The Canterbury Tales, Geoffrey Chaucer  
The Color of Water, James McBride  
Cry, the Beloved Country, Alan Paton  
David Copperfield, Charles Dickens 
The Dubliners, James Joyce 
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston 
Emma, Jane Austen  
Frankenstein, Mary Shelley 
Gulliver’s Travels, Jonathan Swift 
The Glass Castle: A Memoir by Jeannette Walls   
A Doll House, Henrik Ibsen 
Hamlet, William Shakespeare 
Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad  
Hedda Gabler, Henrik Ibsen  
The Hobbit, J.R. Tolkien 
In the Lake of the Woods, Tim O’Brien 
The Inferno, Dante Alighieri  
Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte  
King Lear, William Shakespeare  
The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini  

Life of Pi , Yann Martel  
Lord of the Flies, William Goldman  
My Sister’s Keeper , Jodi Picoult  
Nectar in a Sieve , Kamala Markandaya  
Nemesis, Agatha Christie  
1984, George Orwell  
Neverwhere, Neil Gaiman  
No Exit, Jean-Paul Sartre  
Oedipus Rex, Sophocles  
Once and Future King, T.H. White 
 The Perfect Storm, Sebastian Junger  
The Poisonwood Bible , Barbara  Kingsolver  
A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, James Joyce  
Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen  
Purgatory, Dante Alighieri  
Pygmalion, George Bernard Shaw 
Return of the Native, Thomas Hardy  
Starting with I, book of essays, teenagers  
The Stranger, Albert Camus  
Tuesdays With Morrie ,  Mitch Albom  
Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe  
The Trial,  Franz Kafka  
Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronte
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Film: 
1984 
Antigone 
Apocalypse Now 
Dead Poet’s Society 
First Knight 
Frankenstein 
Hamlet  
Jane Eyre 
The Joy That Kills 
Lord of the Flies 
A Man For All Seasons 
Oedipus the King 
Princess Bride 
The Queen  
Sense and Sensibility 
The Shining 
The Sixth Sense 
A Thousand Acres 
The Village
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PACING GUIDE 

Unit  1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter 

Savage Civilization: Monsters as ‘Other’ and Self x x   

Fragmented Worlds  x x  

Tragedy, Absurdity, and the Search for Meaning   x x 

Love: Trials, Tribulations, and Triumphs of the Marginalized    x 

     

     

     

     

     

 
All levels of this class share the grade level expectations.  The following matrix is a breakdown of the scope and amount of typical writing and 

literary experiences as well as the shared benchmarks that all teachers of similar classes will implement. 
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  Major Topics, Themes, and Genres Benchmarks and Other Shared Assessments 

Literature  

Texts and themes will vary depending on the class.   

Assessment of an independently read text  

Analysis of fiction/narrative and non-fiction 

H
o

n
o

rs 

Genres: romanticism, Victorian novel, realism, revenge tragedy, 

classic tragedy, existential literature, college-level literary 

criticism, approaches to literary criticism and non-fiction.  

Themes: power desire, and control, chaos versus order, 

fragmented worlds, crimes of passion. 

Students will read a minimum of 12 major 

works/collections including Hamlet and Jane Eyre.  At 

least three of those books should be student-selected, 

independent reading. 

  Major Modes and Skills Benchmarks and Other Shared Assessments 

Writing  

Modes: May vary slightly based on the course Skills: using 

standard written English and MLA format, evaluating a variety 

of texts, developing theses, organizing information, analyzing 

information, and synthesizing information with in-depth 

commentary.  

Argumentative composition (letter to the editor, 
critique, argumentative speech or essay) 

Two informative/explanatory compositions, one 
research based (A1, A2) 

College essay if first semester 

Regular opportunities to reflect (journals, letters, self-
reflections) (A1) 

Oral presentation 

H
o

n
o

rs 

Modes: reflective writing, creative writing, literary criticism, 

analytical writing. Skills: using standard written English and MLA 

format, evaluating a variety of texts, developing theses, 

organizing information, analyzing information, and synthesizing 

information with in-depth commentary. 

Literary analyses/Approach Papers 

Close reading analysis 

Timed writings 

Dialectical Journal 

Personal narrative/college essay 

8-10 page research paper 
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Homework 

Expectations 

 

45 -60 min/ assignment. Reading (50-100 pgs/wk) and writing every assignment; students are expected to manage long-

term assignments independently. 

H
o

n
o

rs 

Independent reading (150+ pgs/week) and writing is expected every assignment; students are expected to manage long-

term assignments independently. 
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Electives 

Creative Writing/ Junior-Senior Elective 
 

In this course, students will write in a variety of creative mediums with a focus on plays, poetry, and short stories.  A portion 
of the class is devoted to workshop, during which students read their pieces to a supportive audience of other writers.  Students will 
develop and hone their skills at critique and revision and will produce a summative project for each writing unit.  Prior completion of 
advanced English classes is recommended. 
 

Objectives: 
Students use descriptive, narrative, expository, and poetic modes. 
Students prepare, publish, and present work appropriate to audience, purpose, and task. 
Students write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience, purpose, and task. 
Students use literary devices and models to inform their own writing. 
Students use standard English for creating and revising written text. 
Students provide constructive critiques on their peers’ writing. 
 
Essential Questions: 
What are essential elements of different mediums of writing? 
 How do various mediums of writing differ in content, structure, and convention? 
What are skills necessary to revise written work? 
What are elements of successful and constructive critique? 
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE 

AND REFLECTIVE PIECES (A1, A3, A5) 
Teacher modeling 
Mentor texts 
Templates 
Guidelines 
Workshop meetings 

Play scenes (A1, A3, A5) 
One-act play(A1, A3, A5) 
Different forms of poetry(A1, 
A3, A5) 
Poetry portfolio (A1, A3, A5) 
Plot study (A1, A3, A5) 
Character study (A1, A3, A5) 
Descriptive elements study 
(A1, A3, A5) 
Short stories of varying 
lengths (A1, A3, A5) 

W.11-12.3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

• W.11-12.3.A 
Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple  
point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create 
a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

• W.11-12.3.B 
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, 
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 

• W.11-12.3.C 
Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on 
one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular 
tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or 
resolution). 

• W.11-12.3.D 
   Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language            

to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or 
characters. 

• W.11-12.3.E 
Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is 
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

W.11-12.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
 

  

W.11-12.5 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 
revise texts for organization, elaboration, fluency and clarity.  
 

W.11-12.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products . 
 

W.11-12.10. 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS 
(A1, A2) 

Teacher think-alouds 
Sustained silent reading 
Note-taking 
Oral reading reflections 
Interactive read-aloud 
 
 
 

Informal discussions (A1, A2) 
Socratic seminar (A1, A2) 
Informal and formal 
responses 
(A1, A2) 
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

RL.11-12.3 
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and 
relate elements of a story or drama (e.g. where a story is set, how the 
action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

  

RL.11-12.4 
Determine the meanings of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanins or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful (include Shakespeare as well as other authors). 

RL.11-12.5 
Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific 
parts of a text (e.g. the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 
 

RL.11-12.6 
Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is meant (e.g. statire, sarcasm, 
irony, or understatement). 
 
 

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE 
(A1) 

 

Mentor texts 
Writing guidelines 
Workshop 
One-on-one conferences 

Informal and formal written 
pieces (A1) 
Regular revision (self and 
peer) (A1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

L.11-12.1 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• L.11-12.1.A 
Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, 
can change over time, and is sometimes contested. 

• L.11-12.1.B 
Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting 
references (e.g., Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of English Usage, 
Garner's Modern American Usage) as needed. 

  

L.11-12.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

• L.11-12.2.A 
Observe hyphenation conventions. 

• L.11-12.2.B 
Spell correctly 

L.11-12.3 
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

 L.11-12.3.A 
Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., 
Tufte's Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an 
understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when 
reading. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/3/a/
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

L.11-12.5 
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

 L.11-12.5.A 
Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context 
and analyze their role in the text. 

 L.11-12.5.B 
Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 
 

 

  

L.11-12.6 
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering 
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
 
 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, S1) 

Workshop 
Discussion prompts 

Classroom discussion (formal 
and informal) (A1, S1) 
Presentations (with listener 
accountability) (A1, S1) 
Workshop critiques (A1, S1) 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/b/
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 SL.11-12.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

 SL.11-12.1.B 
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 SL.11-12.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

 SL.11-12.1.D 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize 
comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; 
resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task. 
 

 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/d/
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Grade Level Expectations 
The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 
How will you teach 

students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 
How will you know students 

have reached each 
expectation? 

SL.11-12.3 
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, 
word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

  

SL.11-12.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See 
grades 11-12 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific 
expectations.)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RESOURCES 

 Articles that discuss the craft of writing by a variety of authors 
 Poems by Taylor Mali, Gwendolyn Brooks, Margaret Atwood, Rita Dove, Neil Gaiman, William Shakespeare, William Carlos 

Williams, and other classic and contemporary writers 
 Play excerpts from Oscar Wilde, Eugene O’Neill, and other playwrights 
 Fiction excerpts from Stephen King, Neil Gaiman, Shirley Jackson, and other writers 
 Videos featuring Kurt Vonnegut, Paul Zak, Dan Wells, and other writers 
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PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations Q1 Q2 

Playwriting x  

Poetry 
 

x > 

Short Fiction  x 

 (Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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FILM STUDIES / JUNIOR-SENIOR ELECTIVE 

Course Description: In this course, students will view films as texts for cinematic, dramatic, and literary elements. Contemporary and 
classic domestic films will be studied along with independent and international films. Some films may be viewed in their entirety 
while others will be viewed in a survey of film clips. Students in this course will be expected to participate in class discussions 
about film and submit written assignments regularly. 

 

Objectives:  
Students view, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to films.  
Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after viewing in order to construct meaning. 
Students interpret, analyze and evaluate films in order to extend understanding and appreciation. 
Students select and apply strategies to facilitate recognition of cinematic elements and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend 

film. 
Students communicate with others to create interpretations of film. 
Students recognize and appreciate that contemporary and classic film has shaped human thought. 
Students recognize that viewers and film makers are influenced by individual, social, cultural and historical contexts. 
 
Essential Questions:  
How do technical choices impact the final film? 
How does a film influence the viewer? 
How would you describe and evaluate a director’s style? 
How are cinematic tropes employed successfully in films? 
What are essential elements of genre? 
How does a film differ from a book, and how is it similar? 
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UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE 

AND REFLECTIVE PIECES (A1, A3, A4, A5) 

 Differentiated 
instruction 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Guided viewing 

 Independent 
viewing 

 Note taking 

 Written reflections 

 Small group 
discussions 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Multimedia 
presentation 

 Graphic organizers 

 Socratic seminars 

 Focused lectures 

 Guided viewing 
questions 

Evaluative and reflective 
responses (formal and 
informal) 

(A1, A3, A4, A5) 

Viewing questions 

(A1, A3, A4, A5) 



    308 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.1 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

• W.11-12.1.A 
Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

• W.11-12.1.B 
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

• W.11-12.1.C 
Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 

• W.11-12.1.D 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

• W.11-12.1.E 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

• W.11-12.2.A 
Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a 
unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

• W.11-12.2.B 
Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and 
relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples appropriate to the audience's 
knowledge of the topic. 

• W.11-12.2.C 
Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among 
complex ideas and concepts. 

• W.11-12.2.D 
Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such 
as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 

• W.11-12.2.E 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending 
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

• W.11-12.2.F 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports  

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/f/
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

• the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications 
or the significance of the topic) 

W.11-12.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

  

W.11-12.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 
revise texts for organization, elaboration, fluency and clarity. 

W.11-12.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.  

W.11-12.9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11- 12.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1, 
A2) 

 Differentiated 
instruction 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Guided viewing 

 Independent 
viewing 

 Note taking 

 Written reflections 

 Small group 
discussions 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Multimedia 
presentation 

 Graphic organizers 

 Socratic seminars 

 Focused lectures 

 Guided viewing 
questions 

Evaluative and reflective 
responses (formal and 
informal) (A1, A2) 

Viewing questions (A1, A2) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.1 / RI.11-12.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 

  

RL.11-12.3 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 
and relate elements of a story or drama. 

 

RL.11-12.6 / RI.11-12.6 

• Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really 
meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 

• Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which 
the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and 
content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of 
the text.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

 Differentiated 
instruction 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Guided research 

 Independent 
research 

 Note taking 

 Graphic organizers 

Research essay, projects, and 
presentations (A1, A2, A4, A5, 
S1) 

W.11-12.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and 
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. 

 

RI.11-12.7 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE 
(A1) 

 Differentiated 
instruction 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Note taking 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Multimedia 
presentations 

 Graphic organizers 

 Focused lectures 

 Guided viewing 
questions 

Informal and formal written 
and verbal responses (A1) 

L.11-12.1 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• L.11-12.1.A 
Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, 
can change over time, and is sometimes contested. 

• L.11-12.1.B 
Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting 
references (e.g., Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of English 
Usage, Garner's Modern American Usage) as needed. 

L.11-12.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

• L.11-12.2.A 
Observe hyphenation conventions. 

• L.11-12.2.B 
Spell correctly 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.3 
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
 

• L.11-12.3.A 
Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., 
Tufte's Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an 
understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when 
reading. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

• L.11-12.4.A 
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, 
or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or phrase. 

• L.11-12.4.B 
Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, 
conception, conceivable) 

• L.11-12.4.C 
Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard 
usage. 

• L.11-12.4.D 
Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 
or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in 
a dictionary). 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

• L.11-12.5.A 
Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context 
and analyze their role in the text. 

• L.11-12.5.B 
Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 
 
 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A3, C1) 

 Differentiated 
instruction 

 Teacher modeling 

 Whole class 
discussions 

 Small group 
discussions 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Socratic seminar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Classroom discussions (formal 
and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 
accountability) (A1, A2, A3, 
C1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

• SL.11-12.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

• SL.11-12.1.B 
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

• SL.11-12.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

• SL.11-12.1.D 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 
claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 
contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or 
complete the task. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL 11-12.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 
and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 
informal tasks . 
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RESOURCES 

 Alien (R)   Pinocchio (G)   Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (R) 
 Aliens (R)   The Red Balloon (G)  The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly (R) 
Casablanca (PG)  A Trip to the Moon (G) Jiro Dreams of Sushi (PG) 
Citizen Kane (PG)  Belle (PG)   Sense and Sensibility (PG) 
Princess Mononoke (PG) Hugo (PG)   When Harry Met Sally (R) 
The Seventh Seal (PG-13) Undefeated (PG)  This is Spinal Tap (R) 
A Fistful of Dollars (R)  The Godfather  (R)  The Hunchback of Notre Dame (PG) 
Rashomon (PG)  Age of Innocence (PG)  My Neighbor Totoro (PG) 
The Third Man (PG)  The Big Sleep (PG-13)  Get Out (R) 
Singing in the Rain (G)  West Side Story (PG- 13) On the Town (G) 
Poltergeist (PG-13)  The Maltese Falcon (PG) The Little Foxes (PG-13)  
Rear Window (PG-13)  Notorious (PG-13)  Spellbound (PG)  
Nosferatu (PG)  The Birds (R)               Doctor Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (PG) 
Spirited Away (PG)  His Girl Friday (G)  20 Feet from Stardom (PG) 
All About Eve (PG-13)  Tales from the Script (R) Treasure of the Sierra Madre (PG) 
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PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations First Quarter Second Quarter 

Classic Films and Their Conventions x  

Director Study x x 

Genre Study  X 

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY / JUNIOR-SENIOR ELECTIVE 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: In this course, students will learn about some of the major themes, questions, and problems of philosophy, 
including such areas as metaphysics (the nature of reality), epistemology (the nature of knowledge), ethics, social philosophy, and 
the philosophy of art. Classic and contemporary schools of thought and philosophers will be studied. Students will draw upon their 
knowledge and skills from previous history and English classes to further their studies and guide independent research. Guest 
speakers from the school and community will be featured in the class. Students will learn to construct arguments and will participate 
in teacher-facilitated and student-led discussions as well as researching their own topics of interest and inquiry.   

 

UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Objectives (for this Unit/Lesson/Area) 

Students will evaluate assumptions and information based on reasoning and analysis. 
Students will communicate their own ideas logically and clearly. 
Students will construct clear questions and arguments. 
Students will think independently, analytically, and critically. 
Students will consider and respect diverse viewpoints. 
 

Essential Questions (that go with the objectives) 

What is good? What is evil?  
What is truth? 
Why are we here and what is our purpose? 
What is reality?  
How can we know anything?  
What should we believe?  
How should our societies be organized? 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE 

AND REFLECTIVE PIECES 
(A1, A2, A3, A4, A5) 

 Differentiated 
instruction 

 Mini- lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Teacher “Think 
Aloud” 

 Teacher/student 
conferences 

 Note taking 

 Annotation 

 Multimedia 
presentation 

 Graphic organizers 

 Focused lectures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Argumentative composition 
(critique, argumentative 
speech, or essay) (A1, A2, A3, 
A4, A5) 

Two informative/explanatory 
compositions, one research 
based 

(A1, A2, A3,  A5) 

Regular opportunities to 
reflect (journals and self-
reflections) 

(A1, A2) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.1 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

• W.11-12.1.A 
Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of 
the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

• W.11-12.1.B 
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

• W.11-12.1.C 
Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and 
between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

• W.11-12.1.D 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending 
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

• W.11-12.1.E 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the argument presented. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

W.11-12.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
• W.11-12.2.A 

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), 
and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

• W.11-12.2.B 
Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the 
topic. 

• W.11-12.2.C 
Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among 
complex ideas and concepts. 

• W.11-12.2.D 
Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 

• W.11-12.2.E 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

• W.11-12.2.F 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/f/
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

the significance of the topic). 
W.11-12.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

  

W.11-12.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 
revise texts for organization, elaboration, fluency and clarity. 

W.11-12.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.  

W.11-12.9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  

W.11- 12.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL AND LITERARY TEXTS 
(A1, A2) 

 Differentiated 
instruction 

 Mini- lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Teacher “Think 
Aloud” 

 Teacher/student 
conferences 

 Note taking 

 Annotation 

 Multimedia 
presentation 

 Graphic organizers 

 Focused lectures 

 Guest speakers 

Informal and formal written 
responses (A1, A2) 

Discussions (A1, A2) 

 RI.11-12.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 

RI.11-12.3 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text. 

RI.11-12.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how 
an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the 
course of a text. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RI.11-12.5 

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses 
in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure 
makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 

  

RI.11-12.6 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

RL.11-12.4 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 
 

RL.11-12.6 

Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

RL.11-12.9 

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including 
how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or 
topics. 

  

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

 Differentiated 
instruction 

 Avoiding plagiarism 
guidelines 

 Mini- lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Note taking 

 Annotation 

 Multimedia 
presentation 

 Graphic organizers 

Research essays, projects, and 
presentations (A1, A2, A4, A5, 
S3) 

 
W.11-12.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and 
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. 

RI.11-12.7 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE 
(A1) 

 Differentiated 
instruction 

 Avoiding plagiarism 
guidelines 

 Mini- lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Note taking 

 Annotation 

 Multimedia 
presentation 

 Graphic organizers 
 

 

 

Written and verbal responses 
(A1) 

 

L.11-12.1 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• L.11-12.1.A 
Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, 
can change over time, and is sometimes contested. 

• L.11-12.1.B 
Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting 
references (e.g., Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of English 
Usage, Garner's Modern American Usage) as needed. 

L.11-12.2 
 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

• L.11-12.2.A 
Observe hyphenation conventions 

• L.11-12.2.B 
Spell correctly 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.3 
 
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
 

• L.11-12.3.A 
Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., 
Tufte's Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an 
understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when 
reading. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.4 
 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

• L.11-12.4.A 
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, 
or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or phrase. 

• L.11-12.4.B 
Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, 
conception, conceivable). 
 

• L.11-12.4.C 
Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard 
usage. 

• L.11-12.4.D 
Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 
or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in 
a dictionary). 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

• L.11-12.5.A 
Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context 
and analyze their role in the text. 

• L.11-12.5.B 
Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A3, C1) 

 Classroom discussion (formal 
and informal) (A1, A2, A3, C1) 

Presentations (with listener 
accountability) (A1, A2, A3, 
C1) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 
11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively.  

• SL.11-12.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

• SL.11-12.1.B 
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 

• SL.11-12.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions 
on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; 
and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

• SL.11-12.1.D 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 
claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 
contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 

information or research is required to deepen the investigation or 
complete the task. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12.2 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to 
make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies 
among the data.  

  

SL.11-12.3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  

SL 11-12.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 
and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 
informal tasks. 

SL.11-12.5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 
national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 
students each 
expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 
have reached each 

expectation? 

SL.11-12. 6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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RESOURCES 

Texts by the following authors: 

Aristotle 
Plato 
Socrates 
Albert Camus 
Jean-Paul Sartre 
Hannah Arendt 
Simone Beauvoir 
Amie L. Thomasson 
Simone Weil 
Jonathan Haidt 
Dalai Lama 
Immanuel Kant 
John Locke 
Rene Descartes 
Soren Kierkegaard 

David Hume 
Jean-Jaques Rosseau 
Philippa Foot 
Judith Jarvis Thomson 
K. Anthony Appiah  
Judith Butler  
Michael Hardt  
Martha Nussbaum  
Avital Ronell  
Peter Singer  
Sunaura Taylor  
Georg Hegel 
Cornel West  
Slavoj Zizek  

 
Videos: 

Examined Life (documentary) 
Inception 
Arrival 
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind 
Rashomon 
The Seventh Seal 
Bill and Ted’s Excellent Adventure 
The Controversy of Ordinary Objects 
Unforgiven 

I Heart Huckabees 
Stranger Than Fiction 
Rope 
The Waking Life 
The Wheel of Time 



    339 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

 

PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations First Quarter Second Quarter 

Introduction to Philosophy X  

Ethics X  

Metaphysics and Existentialism  X 

Social Philosophy   X 

Philosophy of Art  X 

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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JOURNALISM I and II /ELECTIVE 

 

Course Description:  

In this course, students will learn to read, write, and think critically. The course will provide students with opportunities to 

understand and practice print journalism. Students will learn to be discerning consumers of the news, conscious of the intended 

purpose, biases, and audience of different new sources and stories.  Students will focus on writing, interviewing, layout, publication, 

advertising, and copyediting. Contributing to the school newspaper, local newspapers, and yearbook will provide students with 

authentic learning experiences in InDesign and other forms of technology.  

Objectives: 

 Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literacy, informational and 
persuasive texts in multimedia formats. Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to 
construct a meaning. 

 Students interpret, analyze and evaluate text in order to extend understanding and appreciation. 

 Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 

 Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts. 

 Students recognize that readers and authors are influenced by individual, social, cultural, and historical contexts 

Essential Questions:  
What are the ways to improve production design for a particular publication? 
How can an effective headline make or break a story? 
In which ways does the quality of copyediting affect the quality of writing in a publication? 
How can technology enhance the quality of a publication? 
How do different mediums change the effect of a story? 

In broadcast journalism, how does the correlation between print and visual production contribute to a successful broadcast? 
What elements must a publication take into account when soliciting and approving of advertisers? 
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UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC 

COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE AND REFLECTIVE PIECES 

(A1, A3, A4, A5) 

 Differentiated 
instruction 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Written reflections 

 Small group 
discussions 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Multimedia 
presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formal articles (A1, A3, A4, A5) 

Reading Journal (A1, A3, A4, A5) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.1 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

• W.11-12.1.A 

Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 

claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create 

an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence. 

• W.11-12.1.B 

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most 

relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of 

both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level, concerns, 

values, and possible biases. 

• W.11-12.1.C 

Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 

sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 

claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 

and counterclaims. 

• W.11-12.1.D 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 

the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

• W.11-12.1.E 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the argument presented. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 

concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 

selection, organization, and analysis of content 

• W.11-12.2.A 

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 

that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a 

unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 

tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

• W.11-12.2.B 

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and 

relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples appropriate to the audience's 

knowledge of the topic. 

• W.11-12.2.C 

Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major 

sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among 

complex ideas and concepts. 

• W.11-12.2.D 

Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such 

as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 

• W.11-12.2.E 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they 

are writing. 

• W.11-12.2.F 

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 

supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating 

implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.11-12.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

  

W.11-12.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 

significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently revise texts for 

organization, elaboration, fluency and clarity. 

W.11-12.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 

including new arguments or information.  

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/f/
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.  

  

W.11- 12.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 

of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL 

AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1, A2) 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Note taking 

 Written reflections 

 Small group 
discussions 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Multimedia 
presentation 

 Graphic organizers 

 Socratic seminars 

 Focused lectures 

 
 

Formal and informal analysis of 

news articles (A1, A2) 

Reading journals (A1, A2) 

Research based news stories (A1, 

A2, A4, A5) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RL.11-12.1 / RI.11-12.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 

where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

  

RL.11-12.3 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and 

relate elements of a story or drama. 

RL.11-12.6 / RI.11-12.6 

• Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing 

what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 

sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 

• Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 

rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 

contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Guided research 

 Independent research 

 Note taking 

 Graphic organizers 

Research articles, projects, and 

presentations (A1, A2, A4, A5, 

S1) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 

sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and 

limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 

integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 

avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a 

standard format for citation. 

  

RI.11-12.7 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different 

media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 

address a question or solve a problem.  

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE 
(A1) 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Multimedia 
presentations 

 Graphic organizers 

 Focused lectures 

 Guided viewing 
questions 

Peer edits (A1, S3) 

Articles for online and print 

newspaper (A1, A2, A3, A5, S2, 

C1)  
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.1 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking. 

• L.11-12.1.A 

Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, 

can change over time, and is sometimes contested. 

• L.11-12.1.B 

Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting 

references (e.g., Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of English 

Usage, Garner's Modern American Usage) as needed. 

 

  

L.11-12.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

• L.11-12.2.A 
Observe hyphenation conventions 

• L.11-12.2.B 
Spell correctly 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.3 
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

• L.11-12.3.A 
Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., 
Tufte's Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an 
understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when 
reading. 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 

and phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of strategies. 

• L.11-12.4.A 

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 

text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 

• L.11-12.4.B 

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 

different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, 

conceivable). 

• L.11-12.4.C 

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 

dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 

the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 

meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

• L.11-12.4.D 

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 

phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

• L.11-12.5.A 

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context 

and analyze their role in the text. 

• L.11-12.5.B 

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar 

denotations. 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A3, C1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Teacher modeling 

 Whole class 
discussions 

 Small group 
discussions 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Pair practice 

 Guest speakers 

 

Video interviews (A1, A5, S1, S2, 

S3, C1) 

Print interviews (A1, A5, S1, S2, 

S3, C1) 

Survey collection and creation 

(A1, A2, A5, S1, S2, S3, C1) 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 

11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

• SL.11-12.1.A 

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 

material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 

referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic 

or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 

ideas. 

• SL.11-12.1.B 

Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 

decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 

individual roles as needed. 

• SL.11-12.1.C 

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 

probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range 

of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 

and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 

perspectives. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

• SL.11-12.1.D 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize 

comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; 

resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 

additional information or research is required to deepen the 

investigation or complete the task. 

 

SL 11-12.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 
and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 
informal tasks . 
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RESOURCES 

Newspapers: 
The New York Times 
Wall Street Journal 
The New London Day 
The Waterford Times 
 
Software: 
InDesign 
eDesign 
Google Forms 
Adobe CS6 Photoshop 
 
Books: 
The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should Know and What the Public Should Expect 
Writing and Reporting the News 
The News Media: What Everyone Needs to Know 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PACING GUIDE 
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Unit or Grade Level Expectations 
Journalism 1: 

S1 

Journalism 1: S2 Journalism 2: S1 Journalism 2: S2 

Elements of a news story X > > > 

Interviewing  X > > 

Evaluating news stories/sources X > > > 

News Photography X > > > 

Editing for a newspaper/yearbook  X > > 

Layout/Formatting newspaper/yearbook  X > > 

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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JOURNALISM I and II /ELECTIVE 

 

Course Description:  

In this course, students will learn to read, write, and think critically. The course will provide students with opportunities to 

understand and practice print journalism. Students will learn to be discerning consumers of the news, conscious of the intended 

purpose, biases, and audience of different new sources and stories.  Students will focus on writing, interviewing, layout, publication, 

advertising, and copyediting. Contributing to the school newspaper, local newspapers, and yearbook will provide students with 

authentic learning experiences in InDesign and other forms of technology. 

 
Objectives: 

 Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literacy, informational and 
persuasive texts in multimedia formats. Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to 
construct a meaning. 

 Students interpret, analyze and evaluate text in order to extend understanding and appreciation. 

 Students select and apply strategies to facilitate word recognition and develop vocabulary in order to comprehend text. 

 Students communicate with others to create interpretations of written, oral and visual texts. 

 Students recognize that readers and authors are influenced by individual, social, cultural, and historical contexts 
 

Essential Questions:  
What are the ways to improve production design for a particular publication? 
How can an effective headline make or break a story? 
In which ways does the quality of copyediting affect the quality of writing in a publication? 
How can technology enhance the quality of a publication? 
How do different mediums change the effect of a story? 
In broadcast journalism, how does the correlation between print and visual production contribute to a successful broadcast? 
What elements must a publication take into account when soliciting and approving of advertisers? 
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Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

UNIT / LEVEL / AREA 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC 

COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE AND REFLECTIVE PIECES 

(A1, A3, A4, A5) 

 Differentiated 
instruction 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Written reflections 

 Small group 
discussions 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Multimedia 
presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formal articles (A1, A3, A4, A5) 

Reading Journal (A1, A3, A4, A5) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.1 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 
topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 
evidence. 

• W.11-12.1.A 

Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the 

significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 

logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence. 

• W.11-12.1.B 

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, 

supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out 

the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that 

anticipates the audience's knowledge level, concerns, values, 

and possible biases. 

• W.11-12.1.C 

Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link 

the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons 

and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

• W.11-12.1.D 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while 

attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in 

which they are writing. 

• W.11-12.1.E 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from 
and supports the argument presented. 
 

W.11-12.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 

ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the 

effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

• W.11-12.2.A 

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and 

information so that each new element builds on that which 

precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when 

useful to aiding comprehension. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

• W.11-12.2.B 

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant 

and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to 

the audience's knowledge of the topic. 

• W.11-12.2.C 

Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the 

major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

• W.11-12.2.D 

Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and 

techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the 

complexity of the topic. 

• W.11-12.2.E 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while 

attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in 

which they are writing. 

• W.11-12.2.F 

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 

supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., 

articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/f/
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

  

W.11-12.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 

most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 

revise texts for organization, elaboration, fluency and clarity. 

W.11-12.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 

including new arguments or information.  

W.11-12.9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11- 12.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

  

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL 

AND LITERARY TEXTS (A1, A2) 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Note taking 

 Written reflections 

 Small group 
discussions 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Multimedia 
presentation 

 Graphic organizers 

 Socratic seminars 

 Focused lectures 

 

Formal and informal analysis of 

news articles (A1, A2) 

Reading journals (A1, A2) 

Research based news stories (A1, 

A2, A4, A5) 

 

RL.11-12.1 / RI.11-12.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 

where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

RL.11-12.3 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 

and relate elements of a story or drama. 

RL.11-12.6 / RI.11-12.6 

• Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really 

meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 

• Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which 

the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and 

content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of 

the text.  

 

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Guided research 

 Independent research 

 Note taking 

 Graphic organizers 
 

Research articles, projects, and 

presentations (A1, A2, A4, A5, 

S1) 

W.11-12.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 

sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and 

limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 

integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 

avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a 

standard format for citation. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RI.11-12.7 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different 

media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 

address a question or solve a problem.  

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE 
(A1) 

 Mini-lessons  

 Teacher modeling 

 Collaborative group 
activities 

 Multimedia 
presentations 

 Graphic organizers 

 Focused lectures 

 Guided viewing 
questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peer edits (A1, S3) 

Articles for online and print 

newspaper (A1, A2, A3, A5, S2, 

C1)  



    366 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.1 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• L.11-12.1.A 

Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, 

can change over time, and is sometimes contested. 

• L.11-12.1.B 

Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting 

references (e.g., Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of English 

Usage, Garner's Modern American Usage) as needed. 

  

L.11-12.2 
 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

• L.11-12.2.A 
Observe hyphenation conventions. 

• L.11-12.2.B 
Spell correctly. 

 

 



    367 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.3 
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
 

• L.11-12.3.A 
Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., 
Tufte's Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an 
understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when 
reading. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



    368 

 

Waterford Public Schools K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 

and phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of strategies. 

• L.11-12.4.A 

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 

text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 

• L.11-12.4.B 

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 

different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, 

conceivable). 

• L.11-12.4.C 

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 

dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 

the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 

meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

• L.11-12.4.D 

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 

phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

• L.11-12.5.A 

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and 

analyze their role in the text. 

• L.11-12.5.B 

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

 

 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at 

the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY 

 Teacher modeling 

 Whole class 
discussions 

 Small group 
discussions 

Video interviews (A1, A5, S1, S2, 

S3, C1) 

Print interviews (A1, A5, S1, S2, 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

(A1, A2, A3, C1)  Collaborative group 
activities 

 Pair practice 

 Guest speakers 
 

S3, C1) 

Survey collection and creation 

(A1, A2, A5, S1, S2, S3, C1) 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

• SL.11-12.1.A 

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 

under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 

evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 

stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

• SL.11-12.1.B 

Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 

decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 

individual roles as needed. 

• SL.11-12.1.C 

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 

probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 

conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

• SL.11-12.1.D 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize 

comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; 

resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 

additional information or research is required to deepen the 

investigation or complete the task. 

SL 11-12.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and 
the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate 
to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks. 
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RESOURCES 

Newspapers: 
The New York Times 
Wall Street Journal 
The New London Day 
The Waterford Times 
 
Software: 
InDesign 
eDesign 
Google Forms 
Adobe CS6 Photoshop 
 
Books: 
The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should Know and What the Public Should Expect 
Writing and Reporting the News 
The News Media: What Everyone Needs to Know 
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PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations 
Journalism 1: 

S1 

Journalism 1: S2 Journalism 2: S1 Journalism 2: S2 

Elements of a news story X > > > 

Interviewing  X > > 

Evaluating news stories/sources X > > > 

News Photography X > > > 

Editing for a newspaper/yearbook  X > > 

Layout/Formatting newspaper/yearbook  X > > 

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 
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Introduction to Public Speaking / Juniors and Seniors 

 

In this course, students will learn the fundamentals of speech communication. They will learn to prepare, deliver, discuss, and 

respond to presentations of increasing complexity.   Students will learn that, depending on a purpose and audience, a 

speech may entertain, inform, motivate, and/or persuade.   Emphasis will be placed on organization, analysis, and elements of 

speech delivery, including effective verbal and non-verbal aspects of communication. 
 
 

 

Learning Outcomes for Introduction to Public Speaking 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:  

 Compose and deliver several primary types of speeches of increasing length and complexity (Introduction, Entertaining, Informative, 
Motivational, and Persuasive Speeches), representing an increasing development of critical thinking skills and delivery sophistication. 

 Develop, research, and compose speech outlines according to formal outlining techniques. 
 Analyze, recognize, and incorporate the appropriate, formal argument models and patterns of logic for each given speech.  
 Devise, compose, and utilize appropriate speaking notes to facilitate and enhance the delivery of speeches. 
 Utilize both verbal and non-verbal strategies to effectively communicate with audience during speech presentations.  
 Understand the importance of audience analysis and demonstrate an ability to be aware of and utilize audience feedback during speech 

presentations. 
 Use audio and visual aids, including PowerPoint, where appropriate, to enhance speech presentations. 
 Document information obtained through research using MLA format. 
 Analyze and provide productive, useful, and constructive critique of peer speech presentations.  
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Introduction to Public Speaking 

 

Essential Questions  

How do the purpose and the audience for a speech shape its content? 

What are the best organizational patterns for different types of speeches?  

What are the best sources for researching different topics?  

How can visuals best support a speech’s content? 

How do effective speakers use note cards to enhance their delivery?  

How can one evaluate a speaker’s effectiveness?  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

COMPOSE DEVELOPED, EVIDENCE-BASED ACADEMIC 

COMPOSITIONS AND NARRATIVE AND REFLECTIVE PIECES 

(A1, A3, A4, A5) 

Teacher modeling 

Mentor Speeches 

Outline formats 

Argumentative composition 

(letter to the editor, critique, 

argumentative speech or essay) 

(A3)  

Regular opportunities to reflect 

(journals, letters, self-reflections) 

(A1, A2) 

Crafting of speeches that cover 

narrative, expository, and 

persuasive topics.  

Student Outlines 

W.11-12.1,2,3. 

Use the appropriate features of persuasive, narrative, expository or 

creative writing with a focus on: incorporating interpretive commentary 

 checking for coherence 
 implementing effective topic sentences 
 using a variety of appropriate introduction and conclusion 

formats 
 adding elaboration in body paragraphs with relevant 

textual  evidence and examples 
 

W.11-12.4. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.5. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 

most significant for a specific purpose and audience. Independently 

revise texts for organization, elaboration,  fluency and clarity with a 

focus on:  

 writing topic sentences using key words or synonyms or ideas 
from the thesis 

 reordering the argument in a way appropriate for the 
audience, purpose, and thesis using logical transitions 
between and within paragraphs to improve fluency and 
coherence. 

  

W.11-12.6. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 

including new arguments or information.  

W.11-12.9. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11- 12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes 

  

ANALYZE AND EVALUATE GRADE LEVEL INFORMATIONAL 

AND LITERARY TEXTS 

 Assessment of an independently 

read text 

Fiction/narrative and non-fiction 

RL.11-12.1. / RI.11-12.1. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 

including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 Select and organize relevant information from the text to 

summarize. 

 Independently draw conclusions and use evidence to 

substantiate them by using texts heard, read, and viewed. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RL.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 

text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 

of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 

multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 

beautiful.  

Study model speeches 

such as “I Have a 

Dream” for language 

 

Identify the various conventions within a genre and apply this 

understanding to the evaluation of the text with a focus on: 

 voice, tone, and style within works of prose and poetry. 

 patterns of detail, irony, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 

language within works of prose and poetry uses of poetic 

devices 

 

RL.11-12.6. 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 

what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 

sarcasm, irony, or understatement.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

RI.11-12.6. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 

rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 

contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the choices that authors, illustrators and 

filmmakers make to express political and social issues. 

  

RL.11-12.7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 

recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 

evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least 

one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)  

Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual 

connections and relevant text references. 

Discuss how the experiences of an author influence the text. 

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-

twentieth-century foundational works including how two or more texts 

from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

Compare/contrast and evaluate ideas, themes and/or issues across 

classical and contemporary text. 

RL.11-12.10/RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend non-fiction and literature, 

including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Independently activate prior knowledge, establish purpose for reading 

and adjust the purposes while reading. 

Independently determine and apply the most effective means of 

monitoring comprehension and apply the appropriate strategies. 

Choose a variety of genres to read for personal enjoyment. 

  

UTILIZE RESEARCH SKILLS EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A4, A5, S3) 

 Can be demonstrated through an 

annotated bibliography, 

composition, project or 

presentation 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

W.11-12.7.  

Independently conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 

solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

  

W.11-12.8. 

Independently Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 

print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 

strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, 

and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain 

the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one 

source and following a standard format for citation. 

RI.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 

different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in 

words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

DEMONSTRATE A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE 
A1 

 Regular revision (self, peer) 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking with a focus on: L.11-

12.1 

 Applying the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

 Resolving issues of complex or contested usage, 
consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

 Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of 
cultures, and identify the similarities and differences 
in the way language is used. 

 Recognize and understand variations between language 
patterns with a focus on 
tone, syntax, and diction. Evaluate the impact of language as 
related to audience and purpose. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing with a focus on:  

 Observing hyphenation conventions. 

 Spelling correctly. 

 

 

  

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 

functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 

meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 

listening.  

 Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 

Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of 

syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies with a focus on:  

Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 

text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Identifying and correctly using patterns of word changes 
that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., 
conceive, conception, conceivable). 

 Consulting general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, 
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 
 

Verifying the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 

or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

L.11-12.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings with a focus on:  

 Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in the text. 

 Analyzing nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

  

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

Develop vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
 

SPEAK AND LISTEN EFFECTIVELY 
(A1, A2, A3, C1 

 Classroom discussion (formal 

and informal) 

Presentations (with listener 

accountability) 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions 
that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a 
full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and 
creative perspectives. 

 Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-
text and text-to world connections. 

 Persuade listeners about judgments and opinions of works 
read, written and viewed. 
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 

claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 

contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 

information or research is required to deepen the investigation or 

complete the task. 

 

SL.11-12. 2 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  
 
 

  

SL.11-12. 3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  
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Grade Level Expectations 

The grade level expectations should be items that will denote how the 

national/state standards will be achieved. 

Instructional Strategies 

How will you teach 

students each 

expectation?   

Evidence of Learning 

How will you know students 

have reached each expectation? 

SL 11-12..4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 

clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 

of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 

and the organization, development, substance, and style are 

appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and 

informal tasks . 

Use oral language with clarity, voice and fluency to communicate a 

message. 

 

  

SL.11-12. 5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 

visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 

understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 

interest.  

 Powerpoints / Google 

Presentations 

SL.11-12. 6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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RESOURCES 

Textbook: Public Speaking for College and Career / Hamilton Gregory / 8th Edition 

TED talks and other various online speeches 

“The King’s Speech”  
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PACING GUIDE 

Unit or Grade Level Expectations 1st quarter 2nd quarter 

Speech of Introduction, Entertaining Story, Informational 1            X  

Informational Speech 2, Persuasive, Inspirational                 X 

   

   

   

   

 

(Show via “X” when an objective will be introduced.  “>” can be used to show continued work on an area) 


